
53rd AGM 

of the Suffolk Centre 

Caravan and Motorhome Club 

Closed Meeting held at Hintlesham Village Hall 

Reports and Information for meeting  

October 18th 2020  
 

List of Contents: 

1.  Agenda 

2.  Minutes of 2019 AGM 

3.  Chairman’s Report 

4.  Secretary’s Report 

5.  Treasurer’s Report  

6.  Rally Secretary’s Report 

7.  List of nominations received 

8.  Proposed 2021 Programme 

 

 

1.  AGENDA 
 
Moment of reflection and welcome. 
1.  Apologies for Absence 
2.  Minutes of the 2019 AGM 
3.  Matters Arising from Minutes of 2019 AGM 
4.  Chairman’s Report for 2020 
5. Secretary’s Report for 2020 (New) 
6.  Treasurer’s Report for 2020 
7.  Rally Secretary’s Report for 2020 
8.          Elections: 
 a. Chairman 
 b. Secretary 
 c. Treasurer 
 d. Vice-Chairman 
 e. Committee 
9.  Appointment of Independent Accountants 
10.  Proposed 2021 Rally Programme 
11.  Handbook Cover Competition 
12. Presentation of Committee Plaques 
13. Any Other Business / Thanks / Date of next meeting 
 

2.  2019 MINUTES 
 

52nd Annual General Meeting of the Suffolk Centre  

Caravan and Motorhome Club 

Held at Trinity Park, Ipswich on Sunday 20th October 2019 

 

The Secretary Janet Dobson opened the meeting at 11.10 a.m. 

She requested permission from the members for the officers to remain seated whilst presenting their reports.  

Permission was granted. She then handed over to the Centre Chairman Garry Pyett. 

Remembrance 

Garry asked those at the meeting to hold a minute’s silence in remembrance of those members who had 

passed away during the year. 

The Chairman welcomed Past Chairmen – Graham and Wendy Noye, Terry and Joy Youngs, Brian Southgate 

and Janice and David Kent.  

The Chairman also welcomed Regional Vice Chairman John Kent with his wife Jasmine to the AGM.  

 

Apologies for Absence 

Bill and Wendy Ferguson 



Chris and Maggie Sanderson  

Sheena and Michael McCartney 

Derek and Sheena Pannell 

Nigel and Kim Berry 

Colin and Jan Goddard 

Colin and Cheryl Moorcroft  

Lesley Stammers 

Ineke Wilson 

Ian and Liz Button (we understand they have now given up caravanning). 

Minutes of the 2018 AGM 

These were presented to the meeting and agreed a true and correct record. 

Proposed:   Graham Noye 

Seconded.   Ron King  

Duly adopted and signed by the Chairman.  

Matters Arising 

None noted.  

Chairman’s Report 

Garry Pyett presented his report to the meeting  

I am pleased to be able to present this report covering my second year as your Chairman, after my steep 

learning curve in my inaugural year; I have been able to get more in my stride with the help of knowledgeable 

committee members and great support from my fellow officers and I have enjoyed my year as your Chairman. 

With the seasons all being out of kilter this year, with rain in May, record temperatures in July, and August not 

warming up until the end of the month, we have had a worrying trend of late cancellations of members booked 

on to rallies, which I hope will settle, as this puts the marshals under pressure to cover the costs of the rally. 

We have managed to maintain a steady flow of new members again this year, which is also pleasing, whilst 

losing some other members it is nice to keep a balance. 

The Anglia region had an excellent turnout of over 100 units at the National this year at a new venue Ragley 

Hall in Warwickshire, with the Suffolk centre making up the largest contingent of that group, also supplying 

again the Lead Block Marshals Mark & Debra Terry, with valuable assistance from mostly Suffolk block 

marshals.  Good rally.  

My sincere thanks to the all marshals who freely give up their time to organise and run the rallies which are the 

life blood of the centre, giving us a chance to meet up with old friends and make new ones in our chosen leisure 

activity, this is only made possible by the landlords and charities who allow us to pitch up on their land. 

The costs involved in family sized caravans has meant that fewer youngsters attend rallies, and like some other 

centres it is still proving difficult to maintain a junior committee, however we do have some juniors in the centre 

and they do a sterling job in helping and raising funds etc, well done. 

It is the turn of the Suffolk centre to host the Anglia Region AGM this year at Hallowtree and I hope as many of 

you will attend as possible, it should be a good sociable weekend. 

My Chairman’s rally raised over £200 for the Chairman's charity, along with more funds going to the Guide 

Dogs for the Blind from cooked breakfasts and raffles etc.  Many marshals also hold special events on their 

rallies to raise more money for these 2 charities, and I sincerely thank them all for their excellent commitment 

and members for their support. 

Unfortunately, my caravan needed to go back to the factory for emergency repairs in June & July and my 

recovery from surgery also meant that I was not able to rally for a while, and I would like to personally thank 

my fellow officers for stepping into the breech. 

Hopefully you will all have seen our new website, which is still evolving, and take the opportunity to add to its 

content, along with the newsletter, and the face book page we do our best to keep you informed of centre 

activities. 

Lastly but my no means least my special thanks to Connie for her support, we have both enjoyed meeting 

many new and old friends on the rally field, and very much look forward to serving you as your Chairman into 

2020. 

Garry Pyett, Chairman, Suffolk Centre of the Caravan & Motorhome Club 

 

With no questions from the floor the report was adopted. 

Proposed:  Chris Stammers 

Seconded:  Brian Southgate   

 

 

Treasurers Report 

Mark Terry presented his report to the meeting.  



I would like to thank the Rally Marshals who returned their accounts in good time and asked for help when 

needed. This helps me keep the centre accounts current. 

2018 Accounts: 

Our Centre fund balance at the end of 2018 was £5,767. A reduction of £3,597 on 2017. 

2018 income decreased £612 on 2017. The main reason is a decreased surplus on rallies.  

2018 expenditure increased by £2,879 on 2017. This is mainly due to the cost of the new website. 

The Centre's most significant annual expenditure is still the production of the Rally books. We attempt to cover 

the majority of the costs of printing and postage with advertising income. In 2018 the advertising income 

decreased by £865, in 2018 the production of rally books cost more but by saving on posting, an overall saving 

of £85 was made from 2017. 

The Junior Crew fund stands at £460, down £81 from 2017. 

The Special fund stands at £815, down £150 from 2017. 

Our Charity fund raising continues with a total of £2,043.25. for 2018, of which £1,710.54 for our Chairman’s 

Charity. 

In summary the centre remains in a healthy position but on a downward trend with less rallies and less 

members rallying.  

Finally, I propose the Administration Fee should increase to £2 per unit, this has not been increased for 9 

years. This will come into force from 1st January 2020.  

Mark Terry, Suffolk Centre Treasurer 

16th September 2019 

 

With no questions from the floor the report was adopted.  

Proposed:   Melody Gosling 

Seconded:    Debbie Reeder  

Rally Secretary’s Report  

Alan Dobson presented his report to the meeting. 

I would like to thank all those that have supported me in this task, in whichever way they could. 

Thank you to those coming forward to run rallies for 2020.  A rally marshals role starts well before they arrive 

on site to set up and long after everyone has gone home.  Many are that dedicated that they are planning the 

following year before the current one has finished. 

There was a trial run of acknowledging bookings in 2019 and this was discussed further with marshals.  It was 

agreed that overall, this will be discontinued – members will only be told if the rally is full – but marshals may 

still take a personal decision to carry on with it. It is still recommended any cancellation be put in writing or 

email to the marshal concerned.  

The Club has now produced a Privacy Notice for Centres (the one in the handbook will be replaced) and this 

will be published in the handbook along with an updated General Information page.  Specific information will 

be given for any refunds/cancellations where deposits or full payment have been made.  

The 2020 programme is provisional and subject to update over the next 10 days.  Updates will be given on the 

website, and the final book should be approved hopefully at the November meeting.  

I also thank our advertisers for their support, some for many years, and would ask if you use them to mention 

the Centre and handbook.   

Alan Dobson 

September 2019 

 

Melody Gosling asked if it was possible to add a space for the date where rally slips are signed.  Some 

members have inadvertently put the date of booking in the date of the rally.  It was agreed this would be 

discussed by the new committee.  

Proposer: Julian Fincham-Jacques 

Seconder:   Melody Gosling   

Election of Officers and Committee 

Chairman:  There being no other nominations Garry Pyett was elected to serve as Chairman for the coming 

year. This was approved by acclaim. 

Secretary:  There being no other nominations Janet Dobson was elected to serve as Secretary.   

This was approved by acclaim. 

Treasurer:  There being no other nominations Mark Terry was elected to serve as Treasurer.   

This was approved by acclaim.  

Vice Chairman:  There being no other nominations Julian Fincham-Jacques was elected to serve as Vice-

Chairman. This was approved by acclaim.  

Committee Elected to Serve for 2020: 

Ron King 



Melody Gosling 

Alan Dobson 

Chris Stammers 

Peter Wilson  

Approval of committee was shown by a show of hands, no-one against.  Elected and approved by acclaim. 

Appointment of auditors 

Mark Terry recommended that we remain with Griffin Chapman & Co of Colchester.  We used them in 2019 

and will use them in 2020.  

Proposer:   Melody Gosling 

Seconder: David Kent  

Proposed 2020 Programme 

The draft 2020 programme was presented by Alan Dobson, amendments closing in 10 days after the meeting.  

It was hoped the final programme would be agreed at November committee meeting. 

Below are known changes since the AGM report was printed.  

List amendments  

3-5 January   New marshals for Saxtead, Carole Harbottle 

7-9 February   New marshals for Valentine, Melody Gosling 

31 July – 2 August Junior Rally at Grahams Green confirmed in programme 

4-6 September   Anglia Region AGM venue now Chelmer Valley High School, Chelmsford 

2-4 October  Oktoberfest Rally now confirmed 2-4 October 

7-11 October  Norfolk Invite to Kessingland confirmed 7-11 October  

22-25 October  Addition of Spooky Southwold in Reydon – to be confirmed 

4-6 December  Christmas Party Rally – now withdrawn from programme 

29 Dec – 2 Jan 21 North Essex invite Copdock New Year now confirmed.  

22-24 Jan 21  Burns Night Rally dates confirmed 22-24 January 2021 

Rally Book Cover 

There were 10 entries this year and the winner was Julian Fincham-Jacques.  The photograph was of 

Thorpeness Meare, Suffolk.  Julian donated his £10 prize to the Chairman’s Charity Fund.  

Presentation of Plaques 

Garry thanked his committee for 2019 for all their hard work and presented their Committee Plaques.   

Garry was presented with his Chairman plaque by Graham Noye, who thanked Garry and Connie for their hard  

work over the last year.  

Any Other Business 

Garry announced that his Chairman’s Rally for 2020 will be held at the Newmarket Rally over the weekend of 

 7-9 August and he intended to continue with his Chairman’s Charity being the East Anglian Air Ambulance. 

James Lamb from North Essex Centre expressed thanks from himself and his wife Margaret, with Les and 

Jackie Youngs, for their welcome and time on the AGM rally and wished Suffolk Centre the best for 2020. 

John Kent, Anglia Region Vice Chairman, with his wife Jasmine thanked the Centre for their welcome and time  

on the rally.  He told the meeting of the intended Regional events for 2020 which will be in the Suffolk  

programme – their AGM in November 2019 in Ipswich, Regional Forum in January 2020, Question Time and 

Rally in April 2020, their AGM for 2020 which has moved to September and their Fundraiser for Children in 

Need in November 2020 (which is being hosted by Suffolk Centre).  

• Thanks to our signing in team – Les and Jackie Youngs and James and Margaret Lamb from North 

Essex Centre, and John and Jasmine Kent (Anglia Region).  

• Thanks to Chris Stammers and team for running the rally and for making tea and coffee. 

• Thanks to everyone that helped set out the room 

• Thanks to Debra and Natasha Terry for monitoring the voting for the front cover competition.  

• There were 86 registered members signed in for the meeting. 

• The date of the next AGM will be 18th October 2020 at Trinity Park, Ipswich.  

• As there was no other business the meeting was declared closed at 11.50 a.m. 

 

 

3.  CHAIRMANS REPORT FOR 2020 MEETING 
 

Whilst this year’s AGM is having to be conducted in a totally different environment due to the many Covid 19 

restrictions place upon us, I am pleased to be able to present this report covering my third year as your 

Chairman, whilst I have not been able to fulfil my role as I would have wished on the rally field and events, with 

the help of the committee, contact with several members and great support from my fellow officers, I have 

never the less enjoyed my year as your Chairman. 



This Covid pandemic has severely impacted us all since the lockdown in March with the reality of having to 

cancel most of the rallies, due to the restrictions placed on us by the government and the Caravan & Motorhome 

Club, however rest assured myself and the committee, and particularly our secretary Janet have all been 

working tirelessly in the background to keep you informed when we get the information from HQ, bearing in 

mind that the centre members safety and wellbeing is of paramount importance in these unprecedented times. 

Due to overseas travel restrictions, there has been an upward trend in caravan & motorhome purchases and 

we have had an increase in centre membership, unfortunately we have not been able to showcase our rallies 

and the real benefits of belonging to the centre, and we really hope that we can retain these new members 

when we are able to recommence our centre activities. 

Unfortunately, the National was cancelled this year, and we were unable to meet up with our county neighbours 

& friends in the region at this event, and no venue has been declared yet for 2021. 

My sincere thanks to the all marshals who freely give up their time to organise and in normal times are able to 

run the rallies which are the life blood of the centre, giving us a chance to meet up with old friends and make 

new ones in our chosen leisure activity, this is only made possible by the landlords and charities who allow us 

to pitch up on their land, having to cancel these rallies after all the work in planning them is very disheartening, 

please bear with us and support them next year. 

Whilst we don’t have many active juniors, I would like to thank those responsible for helping with refreshments 

at our natter and chatter in February. 

It was the turn of the Suffolk centre to host the Anglia Region AGM & rally in Nov 2018 at Hallowtrees and it 

went off very well, the rally was full and during the evening’s events, we raised a lot of money for Children in 

Need, and also some over the weekend for our Chairman’s charity. 

We have been unable to raise our normal amount for the Chairman’s charity this year due to cancelled rallies 

etc, and would urge you to support the East Anglian Air Ambulance if you are able. 

The new website & face book page has proved to be popular, and along with the newsletter, which incidentally 

is now only published on the website, we do our best to keep you informed of centre news, Covid information 

and activities. 

Lastly but my no means least my special thanks to Connie for her support, we have both enjoyed meeting 

many new and old friends on the rally field and regional centre dinner rallies, and very much look forward to 

seeing you and some of our new members on the rally field, Covid permitting. 

 

Garry Pyett 

Chairman 

Suffolk Centre of the Caravan & Motorhome Club 

2nd October, 2020 

 

 

4.  SECRETARY REPORT (NEW FOR 2020) 
 

This report was added for inclusion in the 2020 AGM, as some other Centres do, to give the membership some 

idea of the administration and membership of the Centre.  It was impossible to believe how 2020 was about to 

turn out and that some admin tasks have increased and others next to nothing. 

 

The Attendance record stopped at March after a few rallies at the start of the year. Membership numbers and 

renewals slowed as we entered March and April with a lot of members showing disquiet at the Club’s stance 

of not extending membership after renewal as other Clubs and organisations have done. Some of our members 

decided it was time to call it a day and we saw regular faces off to pastures new.  We all had our own life issues 

to cope with, with the ever-present Coronavirus.  Some of our members would have carried on working and 

some the other end with shielding.  

We then got to end May beginning of June as signs of life in caravanning in general increased with the foreign 

travel almost decimated overnight.  With record new numbers joining the Club, there was also a massive 

increase over the weeks – averaging 31 new members every week in the period to mid-September.  We saw 

the New Year in with 1160 new members and with gains and losses along the way now stand at 1330 members 

(12th September). 

We had quiet spells from the Club, shutdowns and loss of exemption certificates, to manic distribution every 

time there was an update.  Difficult decisions had to be made along the way. 

A new database had to be worked out as the old one had too many hiccups and hissy fits along the way 

deciding it wanted a mind of its own and now the Club sends reports differently this appears to match up and 

work.  No-one knows what the future holds, we can only hope for improvement and look forward to rallying 

once again, and no doubt welcoming lots of new members. One thing to point out, as we do every which way 

we can is to say that Centre membership is only valid for one year and is to be renewed by members each 



year.  Without this you will come off the membership list which will mean – no further correspondence and no 

handbook for next year.  

 

J Dobson, Secretary 

2nd October, 2020 

 

5.  TREASURERS REPORT FOR 2020 MEETING 
 

I would like to thank the year 2019 Rally Marshals, who returned their accounts in good time. This helps me 

keep the centre accounts current. 

 

2019 Accounts: 

Our Centre fund balance at the end of 2019 was £2411 plus Junior crew, Special and Charity funds listed 

below. A reduction of £3356 on 2018 mainly due to the new website costs. 

2019 income decreased £150 on 2018. The main reason is a decreased surplus on rallies.  

2019 expenditure decreased by £221 on 2018.  

 

The Centre's most significant annual expenditure is still the production of the Rally books. We attempt to 

cover the majority of the costs of printing and postage with advertising income.  

 

In 2019 the advertising income for rally books was £1887.50 increase of £202.50 on 2018.  

 

In 2019 the production of rally books cost £1947.12 a decrease of £242.88 on 2018.  

 

In 2019 posting was £1943.38 increased of £241.50 on 2018 

 

Giving an overall increase of £1.38 on both printing and postage from 2018. 

 

With the production and advertising of rally books there is an overall saving of £203.88 on 2018. 

 

The Junior Crew fund stands at £484, up £24 from 2018. 

The Special fund stands at £815, no change from 2018. 

Our Charity fund raising continues with a total of £1123.15 for our Chairman’s Charity. 

 

In summary the centre remains in a healthy position but on a downward trend with less rallies and less 

members rallying. Unfortunately 2020 is set to be a record low for rallies due to Covid-19.  

 

Finally, I propose the Administration Fee should remain the same at £2 per unit. 

  

Mark Terry 

Suffolk Centre Treasurer 

14th September 2020 

 

6.  RALLY SECRETARY REPORT FOR 2020 MEETING 
 

It is impossible to think at the start of the year we would find ourselves in this position over rallies, but a 

combination of the removal of the exemption certificate and the issue of protocols and risk assessments with 

sites closing down or cancelling bookings has seen virtually all the 2020 programme decimated.  A thank you 

is needed to the marshals for this year in hanging on, some to the last minute, to see if their programmes 

could be run.  Looking forward to 2021 now also brings its own concerns.  It appears the Risk Assessments 

and Covid19 assessments will be with us going into 2021 but they are not as awkward to complete as they 

look.  We have some invitation rallies in the programme for 2021, along with some regular rallies, but also 

have marshals standing down from marshalling for next year for varying reasons.  With the increase I 

understand in membership we can only hope we can offer a programme of interest and welcome some new 

members.  Rallies for 2021 can still be put forward until end of October 2020. 

 

Alan Dobson, Rally Secretary  

2nd October 2020  

 



7.  NOMINATIONS FOR 2021 COMMITTEE 
 

Officers:      Chairman: Garry Pyett 

Secretary: Janet Dobson 

Treasurer:   

Vice Chair: Julian Fincham-Jacques 

Committee: Peter Wilson 

  Melody Gosling 

  Alan Dobson 

  Ron King 

  Chris Stammers 

 

Names are displayed in the order that the Secretary received them.  A total of 3 Officers and 12 Committee 

Members may be elected.  The Committee appoints the Rally Secretary themselves.  The Vice Chairman 

role comes from the Committee numbers. If no objections are placed in writing and received by the Centre 

Secretary by noon Saturday 17th October on any nomination, they will be taken as accepted during the 

meeting.  

 

A nomination for Treasurer has been received from Paul Wade before nominations closed, but as his Centre 

membership fell within the 35 days before this meeting this will go forward to the new committee directly after 

the AGM to be considered to be co-opted on as Treasurer for 2021.  Mark Terry who is not standing for re-

election this year has also indicated he is prepared to continue in the role to complete the annual accounts, 

so will be considered to be co-opted on also.  

 

8.  2021 Programme  

 

The Programme for 2021 has been kept updated on the website throughout the year and this will still be 

provisional until accepted at the first meeting due in November 2020.  

 

 

Full minutes of the AGM meeting will be prepared, checked and posted on the Centres website for all 

members to see – Proposed AGM Minutes for 2020 – as soon as possible after the meeting.  

 

We hope all our members can understand and appreciate why we have chosen to run the 2020 AGM in this 

manner, along with other Centres, in order to keep the Centre moving forward and be able to plan and send 

out our programme for 2021.  The safety and wellbeing of all our members is of paramount importance and it 

was felt by this method we can still involve members.  

 

CENTRE ACCOUNTS 

 

The accounts for the previous year are normally provided along with this information at AGM.  As we don’t 

have a closed area on the Centre website as yet, members will have been notified that a copy is available, by 

personal email.  Please send your request to secretary@suffolkcentre.co.uk and a scanned copy will be 

forwarded to you.  

mailto:secretary@suffolkcentre.co.uk

