Caravan and Motorhome Club - Suffolk Centre

It’s what the weekends were made for!

September 2018 Newsletter and Rally Update
This is your Sixteenth Edition
of Suffolk Centre’s Newsletter
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Should you NOT wish to receive these Newsletters
please click Unsubscribe here

NEWSLETTER SPOTLIGHT
This is the Tenth edition under New Management and I trust you will find something of interest.
We will be issuing a regular email Newsletter outlining the upcoming rallies and any other matters
you should know about.
CHAIRMAN’S BLOG
Well we are now officially in autumn and after a very long dry hot spell, which enhanced the enjoyment for a lot of rallies, we are
settling down to normal September weather with cooler evenings.
With some rallies on the same weekend or overlapping, it is not possible for us to attend every rally in the handbook, however
Connie & myself have attended as many as we are able, most rallies are covered by reports, and for rallies not mentioned here,
please see the reports further on in the newsletter.
We travelled down to Stratford-upon-Avon for one of the Suffolk centres holiday rallies; this was a well-organised rally with a fine
balance of entertainment put on by the marshals and plenty of spare time to tour the area.
My Chairman’s rally at the Suffolk Punch Trust was blessed with hot weather and many took advantage of the free passes into the
trust, well worth a visit, following a cheese & wine evening we had a charity draw that raised more funds for the EAAA.
We attended Clare for a welcome relaxing weekend in the grounds of the Priory, with a fete in Clare as a bonus.
We then moved onto Hadleigh for another relaxing weekend with soup or chilli followed by a Chinese auction, more fun.
The big event that had been in planning for over a year was the 50 th Anniversary Celebration rally, attended by over 80 units, a full
weekend of entertainment went very well, with a over £800 being raised for the EAAA with the grand draw and BBQ supper
cooked by Derek Pannell & crew.
We attended the Newmarket rally, which is always a favourite location and over 40 units attended, with a surprise breakfast bap
again cooked by Derek, raising £100 for the Guide Dogs for the Blind.
We then moved onto Banham where discount passes were available to gain access into the Zoo, again another popular location.

Our family then set off from there for our fortnights holiday, a chance to catch breath.
Our AGM is set for the 14th October; we welcome nominations to join the committee, which will give you a chance to help run the
centre into 2019, please give it some serious thought, I am happy to take calls if you want to know more on how the committee
runs and what would be expected from you.
Hope to see you on some of the remaining rallies, or at the AGM.

Garry
Suffolk Centre Chairman

IMPORTANT DATA PROTECTION (GDPR) UPDATE
Many of you no doubt will be inundated with emails from people and companies you know and perhaps many from those you had
forgotten about, with regard to the recent changes in data protection (GDPR). We have been advised by the Club that as you have
already opted to join our Centre (many thanks) you will have accepted any information we send to you - from the annual Rally
Handbook through to our emailed Newsletter. So no messages from us!
You will always have the option to query what information we hold, where we store it and how we use it (please be assured , we
do not pass any of your details outside the Centre). You will always have the opportunity to ‘Unsubscribe’ from such
information as the Newsletter (but then you might miss out on updates and important information), but if you wish to remove any
information that we hold, this must be done via your details with the Club, not to the Centre Secretary.
Any queries should be directed to the Centre Secretary, either via letter or email to secretary@suffolkcentre.co.uk

DOWN IN THE DORDOGNE - 25th June to 7th July 2018
A beautiful part of France, with plenty to do and see and places to go. Below are some examples of places within 30Km that are well worth
visiting. There were lots of games, quizzes, organised outings of canoeing 16.5Km down the Dordogne and we also had the usual ‘Bottle Bag’
game, played over the course of the rally. A well attended outing was a river cruise on the River Dordogne starting and fini shing at La Roque
Gageac (see photo below) The chosen site was well maintained and laid out, with large pitches all with individual water and electric hookup. Editor
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THE SHOTLEY ROSE PUB RALLY - 17th - 19th August 2018
The Shotley Rose Pub Rally was very well attended, in fact a full house. The landlady and her staff could not have
been more accommodating providing a mini beer festival, bands on both Friday and Saturday night and so many
superb meals with a warm welcome for all. The events in the bar were very well supported by the local villagers,
who made us, as visitors feel very welcome in their village.
The site is well placed on a circular walk that takes in the glorious views over both the Orwell and Stour rivers. The
peninsula walk is more than worth the effort. The Marshals: Nick, Carol and Trevor worked tirelessly to create a
friendly relaxed laid back weekend that was enjoyed by all. Looking forward to a repeat performance next year.
Bill Mitchell.

CLIFF TOP HOLIDAY RALLY - 17th - 27th August 2018
Suffolk Centre members were treated to 10 days on the Cliff Top at Thorpeness which included the Aldeburgh
Carnival with their lantern parade followed by fireworks and then the Thorepeness Regatta, where the Suffolk Centre
participated in the lighted float parade on the Mere with a Mama Mia themed float, followed again by evening
fireworks.
Thank you to the Marshals and all their helpers for providing an excellent program of events, including Bingo, Quiz
Night, Cream Teas and Tie Dyeing for the Children. Also congratulations to the brave swimmers that ventured into
the sea early each morning! Julian Fincham-Jacques

Pictures supplied from
Suffolk Centre Website as in
the public domain.

THE CHAIRMAN’S RALLY - 27th June to 1st July 2018
Lovely site, very friendly and informative staff and good facilities. Addition of Café most welcome. Excellent weather
but sad to see attendance down on what was expected. Nevertheless, the charity draw had in excess of £100
collected, with one prize being auctioned off. Use of room on site for the evening went well and they are more than
happy to have us back again next year. Janet Dobson.

SUMMER SOUP KITCHEN - 12th - 15th July 2018
This rally is always a favourite of ours as we find the site relaxing, with amenities close by in Hadleigh, the
usual ‘gang' done us proud with a nice bowl of soup or a bowl of chilli, (with 2nds) followed by a Chinese
auction which gave us all a good laugh, as long as you didn't lose the prizes you coveted and then lost. Garry
Pyett

RELAXING AT CLARE PRIORY - 6th - 8th July 2018
Clare Priory continued with the good weather; a relaxing weekend with a tour of the Priory, coinciding with a
village fete in Clare itself. The marshals done a good job of pitching the vans in an area which is not very big,
but still gave units a good view of the grounds, we were also able to welcome a new friend Lyn to the centre,
Saturday evening we enjoyed cheese and wine, followed by cupcakes Garry Pyett

Dr. DOLITTLE’s EXPEDITION TO THE ZOO - 8th - 12th August 2018
As you can see from the photo’s this was another good rally with reduced charges to go around the Zoo, a rally
field with facilities at around half the price of the main site can’t be bad. I was happy to welcome 2 new sets of
ralliers to the centre, 1 of them, Emma, was using her van for the 1st time, and it was her 1st tow as well as her
1st rally, well done Emma & Sue
You will also see we got our 100th rally plaque from the Suffolk centre, it has only took us 30 years, although as
previous marshals with the Abbey Owners caravan Club we have done considerably more with them over the
years, but now dedicated to the Suffolk centre.
Graham & Melody Gosling also had there first go as co-marshals, hope there will be many more. Garry Pyett
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A DAY AT THE RACES - 3rd - 5th August 2018
This venue is always popular; however I still don’t know how there grass is so green when everyone else’s is totally brown!
Over 40 units attended this rally, a pleasant surprise was that Derek Pannell cooked for all those that wanted a breakfast bap,
raising £100 for his chosen charity Guide Dogs for the Blind, Derek’s breakfasts & Newmarket have always gone together - Please
see receipt on next page. Garry Pyett
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SUFFOLK CENTRE 50th ANNIVERSARY RALLY - 20th - 24th July 2018
We visited Woolverstone Hall to celebrate the 50th Anniversary of the creation of the Suffolk Centre, back in the
good old days of 1968. This was a long weekend (Friday to Tuesday) and on arrival on Friday evening, Derek and
Sheena Pannell, once again got out his cooking equipment and sold to all, superb Hot Dogs and Burgers. A huge
£155.00 was raised for the Chairman’s Charity. There was lots to do with many games and Cream Teas on Sunday.
Live music had most of us square dancing the night away. The finale was on Monday, when a General Quiz took
place with the winners; Paul & Jan Fitch. The Editor
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This is the receipt for the money raised by Derek & his Helpers from the Breakfast Bap sales. Derek asked that ‘A Big Thank You’
be given to everyone involved. A magnificent £100.00 was raised for the Guide Dogs for the Blind Charity.

SUMMERTIME AT WROXHAM - 24th August - 2nd September 2018
This 10 day rally in the heart of the Norfolk Broads started on Friday a bit breezy but sunny, but (and there is always a but) this
quickly deteriorated into very heavy rain on both Saturday & Sunday, which washed out the Boules Competition, but fortunately the
school did allow us the use of a hall, so the Cream Teas was saved and was very yummy.
Monday the delayed Boules Competition saw a tense final with Brian Crawford & Mark Terry the victors of the 5 end final. On
Thursday we held a Beetle Drive with much amusement and laughter, with our previous ChairLady Janice the outright winner.
Saturday was Cheese & Wine evening before we all parted on Sunday. A well run rally with a lot of entertainment in this beautiful
part of Norfolk. The Editor.
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RALLY HANDBOOK PHOTO COMPETITION
The Front cover photograph of the Rally Handbook is chosen at the AGM from those members who attend. Would you like your
photo to be on the Front Cover? Please submit your photo (Portrait Only) to the Rally Secretary (rallysec@suffolkcentre.co.uk) by
the 5th October at the very latest; but don’t wait until the last minute, get your photo in soon.

BOOKING OF RALLIES FOR THE 2019 PROGRAMME
It has been agreed that the 2019 programme will not go "live" on the website until after the AGM. This has been
updated in that the dates already reserved for the 2019 programme are now on the website marked as "BOOKED" at
the end of the 2018 programme section. Please try to use an empty date so as to give us a programme evenly
spread over the year. As has always been the case, any member wanting to run a rally for the next programme year
should initially contact me as Rally Secretary on rallysec@suffolkcentre.co.uk, to check and reserve the date they are
after - the website is as up to date as possible. When confirmed with the landowner then come back to me to book it
in and send me the programme details you would like to see in the handbook - special forms are available for this. I
can run through with you what type of information to add especially with the new update on data protection. It is first
come first served on rally dates - no date automatically goes into the programme year on year. Any questions,
please just ask. Alan Dobson, Rally Secretary

VALENTINE RALLY 2019
Following a Committee decision, Rally Slips can now being accepted for the Valentine Rally 2019. Rally dates 8th to
10th February 2019. Please send (or email) your Rally Slip to Peter Wilson now to secure your place (address on
page 3 of the 2018 Rally Handbook).
Click here for details of the programme

RING-PULL CHALLANGE
The Junior Crew are saving the Ring-Pulls from drinks can and food (or otherwise) tins for a Wheelchair for a disabled child. Please
wiggle-off the Ring-Pulls from your Drinks Cans and food can (needs a little extra ‘Wiggle’) and save them for whenever you see a
member of the Committee (rogues gallery on pages 3, 4 and 5 of the Rally Handbook).
When we have enough Ring-Pulls that weights the same weight as the Wheelchair, then we get the Wheelchair for Free; currently I
told by the Junior Liaison Representative, that we around half way to meeting the target, so lets get this child her Wheelchair.

44th GRAND HENHAM STEAM RALLY 14 - 16th September 2018
The Henham Steam Rally went well, we managed to get a field to ourselves where we could peg out giving us plenty
of room. Our field must have been more inviting as a Norfolk Centre rallier came over from the main field to ask if he
could join us, to which we replied ‘Yes your Welcome’ which brought the total to 31 including the Marshals. The
weather was very good with plenty to see and do at the steam rally. Mark Terry
Top Rt: Steam Engines on
display
Bott Lft: Threshing Machine
Bott Rt: Princess Royal
Steam Engine
Gilbert Jacksons Range Rover

The statue was carved by chainsaw
artist Ben Loughrill to create a
lasting tribute of Keith Rous – the
Sixth Earl of Stradbroke.

AUTUMN BARN DANCE & ROAST DINNER RALLY 21 - 23rd September 2018
The weather on Friday was Winnie the Pooh weather; very blustery, so much so that it was considered unadvisable to erect the
Event Shelters, so the Friday evening get together with practice dancing was called off. Saturday morning saw a welcome cup of
beverage and a biscuit, after which the Marshals spent all afternoon preparing our evening meal of Roast Pork, with all the
trimmings. Saturday Evening started with the Roast Dinner and then our Professional Dancers ran us through the steps for some
very enjoyable Barn Dancing. The weekend was rounded off with a Continental Breakfast on Sunday Morning. Well done to the
Marshals, Ron & Wendy with Janice and David for a very enjoyable weekend, despite the rain, which didn’t seem to stop for more
than 10 minutes at a time. The Editor.
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APPLE PIE & CIDER RALLY 6 - 9th September 2018
Although this is on a Commercial Site, this Rally is held on a Non-Electric (for all) Rally Field, but this didn’t deter us from have a
great rally with a nice slice of Apple Pie & Cream, followed by a draft or two of Cider, all provided by the Marshals. Sunday’s
Flagpole was proceeded by a welcome Bacon Roll (also provided by the Marshals). A well run and organised rally and thanks go
to all the Marshals for a wonderful weekend. The Editor.
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SUFFOLK CENTRE AGM - SUNDAY 14th OCTOBER 2018
Whilst we will be looking for nominations for next years committee can I please remind everyone that if you
are going to attend the Suffolk AGM then to be able to sign in, receive papers and speak, you MUST be a
REGISTERED Suffolk Centre member. Please check you are registered. I have to go by the report that
the Club will send to me. The cut-off for Registrations to the Suffolk Centre is 35 days before the AGM.
The cut off date for nominations to be accepted for Committee is Noon Sunday 30th September
If you are going to attend the AGM then why not book on the Suffolk Centre rally at Sutton? Time to mingle
with other members, catch up on the past years rallies, pass about ideas and look forward to the new
season.
The Rally runs from Friday 12th October to Sunday 14th at The Memorial Hall Sutton near Woodbridge.
Easy to get to and you won't have to worry about being late for the meeting and missing anything. Any
registered Suffolk Centre member can say their piece, make your voice heard, tell us what we are doing
right as well as wrong. Be the first to see the proposed 2019 programme - it won't go live on the website
until after the AGM.
Contact Chris Stammers for further details or get that rally slip in the post to him now - all his details are on
page 52 of your 2018 Handbook.
If you're feeling brave enough then join the happy band of volunteers known as ‘The Committee’ - without
one we wouldn't exist and you'd have nowhere to go.

FELLOWSHIP PLAQUE QUALIFICATION REQUIREMENTS
To qualify for the Fellowship Plaque for this year, the number of Rallies you need to attend (January to
December 2018), has been reduced to 12 because of the lower number of rallies planned during this
period.

To claim for this Plaque, you need to complete the Suffolk Centre Programme 2018 (pages 36 & 37 of the
Rally Handbook) and send the completed pages to the Centre Secretary, Janet Dobson, by the 31st
January 2019.

ONLY 25 PLACES LEFT
HOLLAND HOLIDAY RALLY - 17th - 31st August 2019
A holiday rally to Holland has now been negotiated and finalised and the details are as follows. You will be able to book this
holiday rally from 1st August 2018 until the 19th October, exclusively as a Suffolk Centre Member. After that date Alan
Rogers opens the Rally up to all C&MC Members, so get your request for a Booking Sheet, Booking Letter and Days Trips in
soon.
The camp site at Resort de Arendshorst is located in the very beautiful area of Overijssel in the Central-Eastern part of Holland.
The name translates to ‘Across the Ijssel’ from Utrecht, with the Provincial Capital City of Zwolle. The Resort is sited next to
the River Vecht and set in a 500-acre nature reserve. The site also includes a small shop (including Fresh Bread which is made
daily on site), a fully Licenced Bar, Restaurant serving Breakfast, Lunch and Dinner, Modern Toilet Blocks, Launderette, Play
Area, Petting Zoo, Bouncy Castle, Paddling Pool and boating & swimming jetties. The area is popular for walking and cycling
(being nice and flat) and an ideal location to explore nearby towns like Ommen, Zwolle and Giethoorn, the Venice of the
Netherlands. The Resort has over ¾ of a mile of Private river bank, making it one of the best fishing venues in Holland, so
don’t forget your fishing rods. You may rent a Canoe, BBQ or Bicycle from the Resort. With over 1,000 miles of dedicated
cycle lanes, it’s ideal to explore the local area by bike.
We are planning some visits to places of interest by coach. If we can fill a coach, then the cost will be as shown per person.
Trip 1. Day trip by luxury coach to the villages of Staphorst and Griethoorn. On arrival at Staphorst, you will be greeted with coffee/tea and a slice of a local
delicacy of Ktrentenwegge Cake. A visit to the local museum, followed by a short trip to Giethoorn, (nicknamed the Venice of Holland as there are no roads,
just canals) where a private boat tour of Giethoorn with a guide of approximately 1 hour has been arranged. Then there will be a ‘free time’ of around 2 hours
for you to explore the area, before returning to the Resort. This is full day outing and provided we fill the coach, the cost will be around €50 per person.
Trip 2. A trip by luxury coach to Amsterdam. First stop will be a guided tour of Gassan Diamonds (around 1½ hours), where t here will be the opportunity to
purchase a sample or two, this will be followed by a Canal Boat trip around Amsterdam of around an hour and a quarter. Final ly; free time for lunch and
shopping in a pedestrian precinct for around 3 hours. Again, a full days outing and will (provided we fill the coach) be around €75 per person, including all
fees and charges.
Trip 3. A visit to Hollands famous Zuiderzee Museum. The trip (once we arrive) starts with a boat trip to the Museum, wher e when you disembark, there is a
whole town, to explore. A welcome with coffee/tea and a local delicacy; a slice of Enkhuizer cake. Seven centuries of Zuiderzee history is portrayed, which is
a depiction of an old Zuiderzee town. Actors are dressed up and portray life at the beginning of the 20 th Century; children can dress up in old Dutch costumes
and play original Dutch games; a Sailmaker’s Workshop, a Fish Smoking factory; a white linen washing house; all working are there to see. All the houses are
fitted out in late 19th Century/early 20th Century furniture and equipment, with place names to depict what you are seeing. Rest areas with shops and restaurants
are dotted around for refreshments. We will then depart for the nearby village of Volendam, with all their colourful houses and where the locals still dress in
their original costumes. A great day out for all the family. This is again a full day outing and will (provided we fill the coach) be around €65 each person,
including the entrance fee to the Museum.

You will notice that all the above are in Euros. This is a fairer way to tell you the cost, as the prices are mainly fixed, whereas the
Pound to Euro isn’t and may be affected by Brexit as we will be rallying after the date we are due to leave the EU.
There will only be a very small increase in these prices, if the places we are visiting increase their entrance fees.

To see the full details, together with a Booking Form, Explanatory Letter and an Excursions Request,
please email Peter Wilson at vicechairman@suffolkcentre.co.uk as soon as you see this notification. .
Booking through Alan Rogers is now available

AUTUMN RETURNS
FOREST CAMPING, RENDLESHAM FOREST
TANGHAM
WOODBRIDGE IP12 3NF
27 - 30 SEPTEMBER
Autumn returns to Rendlesham Forest. Electric hook-up included in rally price. Plenty of cycle trails, footpaths with marked routes
including the famous UFO Trail. Play equipment for youngsters on site and within the main forest area by the car park.
Rally bookable for 2 or 3 nights - Cash Only on Arrival Please. Arrivals Thursday or Friday from 11 am. Site fee £13 p.n. (inc VAT)
plus Admin, sundries and VAT.
Janet & Alan Dobson with Karen & Tony Reed.
Click here for more details
OKTOBERFEST 2018
HALLOWTREE CAMP SITE
NACTON
IPSWICH IP10 0JP
05 - 07 OCTOBER
Grab your steins and come and celebrate Oktoberfest again with us. We’ll be serving traditional German snacks and beer and
there will be live music in keeping with the occasion. We invite you all to come in appropriate fancy dress.
Nigel & Kim Berry with Paul & Jan Fitch
Click here for more details

NORFOLK WHITING RALLY
Invitation from Norfolk Centre
WHITE HOUSE BEACH CAMP SITE
KESSINGLAND
LOWESTOFT NR33 7RW
10 - 14 OCTOBER

The Fishing Challenge Trophy. Site fee Approx £15 p.n. (inc VAT), plus Admin
Jan & Bill Simmonds with Bill & June Morris
Click here for more details
SUFFOLK CENTRE AGM RALLY
THE MEMORIAL HALL
SUTTON
WOODBRIDGE IP12 3DU
12 - 14 OCTOBER
Friday night Mulled Cider or tea and coffee. Saturday evening Sausage Supper followed by live entertainment.
Sunday 14th October at 11 am will be the Centre AGM meeting. PLEASE REMEMBER YOUR MEMBERSHIP CARDS FOR THE
AGM MEETING and please bring your mug for refreshments at the AGM.
Chris Stammers with Amy & Lily and with Ron & Denise King
Click here for more details
REGIONAL AGM RALLY
Hosted by Mid-Anglia Centre
WITCHFORD PLAYING FIELD AND VILLAGE HALL
BEDWELL HEY LANE, WITCHFORD
ELY, CAMBRIDGESHIRE CB6 2JN
16 - 18 OCTOBER
On Friday night we will have fun for all for Children in Need. On Saturday it is free for you to visit the City of Ely (ship of the fens)
or 15 miles down the road is the University City of Cambridge. On Saturday night join us in the hall for a meal followed by Live
Entertainment. The AGM will be held at 11:00 am on Sunday; PLEASE bring your Membership cards with you
John & Jasmine Kent with Co-Marshals: The Mid-Anglia Committee
Click here for more details

INVITATION FROM NORTH ESSEX
NEW YEAR AT THE IPSWICH HOTEL
COPDOCK
ISPWICH IP8 3JD
29 DECEMBER - 01 JANUARY 2019
Full information from marshals. Full programme in keeping with previous years to celebrate the end of 2018 and the start of 2019.
Cost will be £140 per person
Jeff & Chris Wren and helpers
Click here for more details
1ST RALLY OF THE YEAR
THE OLD MILL HOUSE
THE GREEN
SAXTEAD, WOODBRIDGE IP13 9QE
04 - 06 JANUARY 2019
A pub Rally, where Nick & Ruth invite you to sample their fine food and excellent liquid refreshments. Rally fee is £11.20 for the
weekend, which includes a £10.00 voucher to use against food in the pub
Peter & Ineke Wilson with David & Janice Kent
Click here for more details
Rally now full with a waiting list in operation
BURNS SUPPER RALLY
HALLOWTREE SCOUT CAMP SITE
NACTON
IPSWICH IP10 0JP
25 - 27 JANUARY 2019
A weekend with a Scottish flavour with a traditional Burns Night supper on Saturday evening and a Porridge breakfast served in the
hall on Sunday morning.
Please indicate on the Rally Slip if Haggis is NOT wanted, vans may arrive from 11 am Friday
Ron & Wendy Johnson with Martin & Liz Coombes and Julie LeMarrec
Click here for more details
VALENTINES RALLY
HALLOWTREE SCOUT CAMP SITE
NACTON
IPSWICH IP10 OJP
08– 10 FEBRUARY 2019
Friday Evening: Tea and coffee with the Marshals in the warm hall where you can post your Valentine Cards.
Saturday Evening: Valentines Dinner provided by your Marshals followed by Music and Dancing to smooch the night away.
Sunday: Natter & Chatter Meeting.
Peter & Ineke Wilson with Graham & Melody Gosling
Click here for more details
NATTER & CHATTER
HALLOWTREE SCOUT CAMP SITE
NACTON
IPSWICH IP10 OJP
SUNDAY 10 FEBRUARY 2019
Our annual Natter & Chatter get-together will be held in the Main Hall, Hallowtree Scout Camp on Sunday 10th February, starting
at 11 a.m. Everyone is welcome, no booking required.
Tea & Coffee will be provided, so please bring mugs with you. You will have the opportunity to look through other Centre Books
that have been received, pass rally slips to any Marshal present and discuss any points or problems with any of the Committee
available.
New Rally Marshals are always welcome - whether you would just like to organise a whole rally or be an assistant or co-marshal.
From the very beginning you will be helped at every stage along the way. Use this opportunity to ask questions.

Fundraising
Chairman’s Charity - Supporting the East Anglia Air Ambulance

Tips and Idea’s click here
To remove your name from our mailing list, please click here
Questions or Comments? Email us at newsletter@suffolkcentre.co.uk
Please send any reports, pictures, rally reports and notices for future Newsletters to me (Peter Wilson) at
newsletter@suffolkcentre.co.uk

Please visit the website to find out more click here.
** Under the new GDPR Rules, permission to publish photographs of children in this Newsletter, have always been obtained from
the parents or legal guardians prior to the taking of the photograph and therefore publication.

