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                                                       Rally Reports                
 
                         Hike & Bike Rally                                                   
                          Alton Water 
                         Tattingstone 
 
                           May 2010 

 
A chance to relax or exercise those legs...  
 
It was a real pleasure to escape from the "hustle and bustle" of last week. We are sure that Kim and Nigel would 
agree. Following a hectic time at work, at home and attending meetings in the evenings, we were thrilled to arrive at 
this rally to a format that was very much "do as you please". 
The rally field was tucked away behind Tattingstone village and alongside the lake, a most beautiful setting and with 
our caravans in neat rows the scene was perfect. 
Those of you that know Trev, will be aware that he is very much a night time person. Trev admits, one of the highlights 
of this weekend was watching the sun rise over the water at 5am to a beautiful clear blue sky and sun glistening on 
the flat calm water. You just had to be there to experience the moment. 
 
The weather was very kind to us this weekend and it was perfect for our Saturday hiking and biking. Many groups set 
off and so they returned at different times and with different stories to tell. Some travelled the entire circuit and others 
just a mile or two. Whether just a mile or so in each direction, it was easy to find numerous paths and diversions to 
watch the lake from another angle. 
 
Upon our return, Joe and Trev got the barbeques ready and Sue, Sheila and Beryl prepared the salads, cakes, and all 
the other goodies. Brian helped with the wind breaks and the party began. What a fab evening. Not too much alcoholic 
beverage either but a perfect evening to celebrate Dan's 25th birthday. 
 
It is a pleasure to write this short report as Kim and Nigel are always so generous with their messages of thanks after 
a rally. We just feel it is our turn to say thank you to them for a terrific, relaxing weekend, perfectly timed and at the 
perfect venue. Nice one guys !! 
 
"Thank you" and well done to Kim, Nigel, Jack, Max and Lynda, Chris, Roxy and Naomi. 
 
Trev & Sue Smith, Joe & Sheila Holmes, Brian & Bery l Garrod.  

 

 
Pictures by Sheila Holmes and Beryl Garrod 

 
I’ve always been unlucky, I had a wooden horse once – It died                   Tommy Cooper  
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On arriving at Clopton we were greeted warmly by our Marshalls and of course pleased that the weather 
was good.  It was so lovely meeting our friends and in the evening we all enjoyed teas and coffees in the 
hall. 
Saturday morning the Marshalls prepared the grass for bowls which was the tradition at Clopton with Mick 
& Eve Prentice and Pam & Derek Scott.  We all had teas and coffees again and we all sat watching and 
laughing as so many took part.  It was a most enjoyable time.  Saturday evening we had flagpole followed 
by cheese and wine.  What a spread the Marshalls prepared for us, so much cheese, biscuits, cheese 
scones and a selection of cakes.  During the evening we were entertained by a well known singer and 
Suffolk member Bryan Gordon who played and sung songs to suit all ages.  We all had a dance and sing –
a-long and the atmosphere in the hall was absolutely wonderful.  This is a rally we certainly won’t forget 
and hope to repeat next year.  Marshall do a lot of hard work but it’s up to us ralliers to be determined to 
enjoy ourselves and that’s exactly what everyone did. 
Thank you so much to Trevor, Sue, Joe and Sheila for all their hard work. 
 
Vickie & Tony Williams  
 
We would like to say what a very good weekend we had with Trevor and Sue on the Cheese & Wine Rally 
at Clopton.  The target bowls was a good 3 hrs entertainment in the hot sun with the ladies coming round 
with cold beers.  Saturday evening with so much cheese, buiscuits and wine plus all the home made cakes.  
Music with Bryan, we danced and sang to 50s & ,60s music which went down well with all the older age 
groups , all having a good time.  What a shame the younger ones didn’t keep up with the oldies. 
Thanks to Trevor, Sue, Joe and Sheila and all the helpers.  Keep up the good work 
 
Mike and Heather Butcher  

 

    
Thelma when she secures a well earned win at Target  Bowls            Jack won the Junior Target Bowls Competition  
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                                 Country & Western on the Homestead 
                                                Homestead Lake Park 
                                                          Weeley 
                                                       June 2010 
 
A few words of thanks.... 
 
What a fantastic weekend. The rally marshals had organised the weather for us; it was so hot that it was   

  necessary for Jan to look for some shade. 
 
 The Country And Western on Sunday was a bonus. Thanks to Helen for arranging 
  tickets for  us. 
 
 We're really looking forward to next year when we know that the rally will be equally    
 as well run as this year's was. Hopefully Steve can arrange good weather again. 
 
 Many thanks to Steve, Jo and Charlotte also to Dave and Jan. 

 
                                                              Jan & Colin Goddard MBE 
 
��
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Economical Car or Caravan Tracking - recently been investigating options regarding Tracker devices for 
Cars and Caravans. There are the well known derivatives like TRACKER itself but this comes at a high 
initial cost with ongoing yearly subscriptions on top.  
Did you know that a Mobile Phone can provide you with fairly accurate tracking?  There are a number of 
companies who now offer a service that uses triangulation of mobile phone transmitter sites to pin point the 
position of any mobile phone (providing its switched on).  
So if you have an old Pay As You Go mobile and can find a suitable place to position in your car or caravan 
permanently powered and able to get a signal then you have the ideal start. If you haven’t a spare mobile 
check out deals at Tesco and Asda as the latter currently have PAYG phones at £9 each with £10 top up 
included.  
 
The interned sites I have checked so far are - 
www.mobilelocate.com  (Costs £1.47 per month plus 16p per track) 
www.followus.co.uk (Costs £19.99 plus 39p per track for up to 50 tracks) 
www.traceamobile.com (Costs 15 tracks for £25.99) 
 
Whilst the system will never offer the accuracy of TRACKER etc and its down to you to do the tracking 
yourself from your PC, it will at least give you a very good idea as to where your car or caravan is should it 
get stolen. Check out the websites above as they all have demos and you can decide for yourself.  

 
Tip from Chris Sanderson �

�
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              Brightlingsea Carnival Rally  
                           June 2010  

�
�
They have done it again !! 
Congratulations to rally marshals John & Ann, John & Hazel, Pete & Tizzy and a special congratulations to 
carnival marshals Jo & Steve and their helpers for winning best in class and overall best float in the 
carnival. 
  
Message of Thanks...  
Steve and Jo would like to express their thanks and appreciation to all who helped out with the carnival 
float, especially those who dressed up to follow us along the procession route. Well done. 
 

 
Steve and Jo Oliver 
accompanied by the 
Brightlingsea Town Mayor 
Mr Mike Holding and his 
Lady. 
 
The committee of the Suffolk 
Centre would like to 
congratulate Steve and Jo and 
all their helpers for once again 
being a wonderful ‘advert’ for 
the Caravan Club. 
 
Well done everyone 

�

 



9�������
�
�

�

.  
The carnival marshals and some of their helpers 
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 One day, a postman was greeted by a boy and a dog.  
The postman said to the boy, ‘Does your dog bite?’ 
‘No’ replied the boy.  But just then, the dog bit the postman.  ‘Oi’ he yelled. ‘I thought you said your dog 
doesn't bite!’     ‘He doesn't’ replied the boy, ‘but that's not my dog’�

�
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Kids Korner 

Connect the Dots and see what you find  

 

 
 
                                                                                                                       Colour in Shrek 
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Kids Korner too 
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The following questions need some lateral thinking (that means thinking and reasoning past the obvious)   
Here’s an example.  A girl who had been learning to drive went up a one way street the wrong way but she 
hadn’t broken the law.  How? 
Answer- she was walking at the time 
 
Now see if you can work these ones out 

1. How can you throw a ball as hard as you can and have it come back to you, even if it doesn't hit 
anything, there is nothing attached to it, and no one else catches or throws it? 
  

2. Two college students are sitting on opposite sides of the same desk. It is lunchtime. There is 
nothing in between them but the desk.  Why can't they see each other? 
  

3. How many T's are there in Timothy Tuttle.  

4    Two trains are crossing England between Aberystwyth in Wales and Lowestoft in Suffolk, exactly   
      306 miles of railway track.  Train A is travelling from Lowestoft averaging 80 miles per hour, and  
      Train B is travelling from Aberystwyth averaging 90 miles per hour, but stops twice on the  
      journey.  Each stop being 5 minutes in duration.  Which train will be closer to Lowestoft when they  
      meet?  
 
Answers will be found on page 11�
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           THE SOMETHING FOR EVERYONE RALLY          
                            MOO PLAY FARM 
                                 BRAMPTON 

                                   JUNE 2010 

 
 
The marshals at the Brampton rally would like to thank one of their ralliers for the event in pictures.  When 
they asked if they could move pitches we were obviously willing to oblige but as you will see we did not 
expect the effect of “push me – pull you” that we saw.  From where we stood it looked amazing and made 
the normal caravan manoeuvre competition look easy.   Well done Ron (with Rodney in front seat obviously 
acting as a lookout). 
 
Karen, Tony, Janet and Alan – Rally Marshals  
 

  

 
 

 
 
                                            Photos by Janet Dobson and Denis Mattocks 
 

                          If you judge people, you have no time to love them    
                                                                                                                        Mother  Teresa 

 



�0�������
�
�

 
 

WELCOME TO BEDROCK 
   YABA DABA DOO 
BROUGHTON HALL 
STONHAM ASPAL  

  

 
 
We would like to thank Sheena, Michael, Darren and Renee for all their hard work at the Yabba Dabba Doo 
rally.  This was a new site and it was a lovely field.  We had tea and coffee on Friday evening and the first 
part of the morning was spent relaxing and acclimatising to the heat ! 
We were then invited over for rock cakes, biscuits in the shape of bones and drinks with a small donation 
being asked for to go to the MS Society.  We then had sausages and burgers cooked for lunch !  
We chilled out in the afternoon whilst the kids (and some adults) had a water fight and made use of the 
paddling pool which Den had brought along. 
After the communal bbq we then had games to look forward to.  Nigel and I came 2nd in the Flintstones 
blindfolded car racing, as did Max and Jack in the juniors competition. Nigel came 2nd in the bowling. Can 
you see the pattern?! 
There was then bingo but not as we know it which was enjoyed by everyone (especially those who won) !! 
The marshals put in a huge amount of effort over the weekend, having to change some of the timings 
because it was just too hot!  The outfits were great and particular mention has to go to James and Jack 
who made their own version of Dino !  Good effort boys! 
 
Kim, Nigel, Jack & Max Berry.  

 

 
                                                                  Pictures by Stephen Harper 
 

The greatest lesson in life is to know that even fools are right sometimes. 
                                                                                                                               Winston Churchill     
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Answers to the lateral thinking questions: 

1 Throw the ball up in the air 
2 The students are sitting with their backs to each other  
3 There are only T’s in the name.  (there are also 3 lower case t’s as well) 
4 When the train’s meet they will be at the same point, therefor they will both be the same distance 

from Lowestoft. 
 

   So I said to this taxi-driver ‘King Arthur’s Close’ and he said ‘Don’t worry, we’ll lose him at the next set of    
   lights’                                                                                                                            Tommy Cooper                 

�

Thetford Toilets (info courtessey of Thetford) 

We advise that when cleaning the seal and blade you use Thetford bathroom cleaner and rinse with water.  
NEVER use household cleaners as they could cause irreversible damage to the seal and other parts.  
We recommend that you spray the seal economically with Thetford Maintenance Spray which will ensure a 
smooth operation of the blade, protects the seal and prevents adhesion between the blade and seal. 
Alternatively olive oil can be used. NO other vegetable oils or Vaseline should be used as they may cause 
problems.  
When putting the toilet into storage or not using for a long period of time then the seal should be  cleaned 
and lubricated. The blade of the toilet should also be kept open to prevent the seal sticking to the blade.  
The rest of the toilet can be safely and effectively cleaned with Thetford bathroom cleaner.  
We advise draining the fresh watertank prior to travelling as leakage can occur due to water splashing 
through seals 
The seats and covers of all Thetford toilets can be removed to make cleaning the unit easier. Simply hold 
the seat and cover together and pull upwards away from the toilet.  
Never use household detergents to clean the toilet: they may contain bleach, which can cause damage to 
the seals and plastic. Use a dilute warm water solution of washing up liquid, or: Thetford Bathroom Cleaner.  
DO NOT pour Aqua Kem into the holding tank through the blade hole: always add it via the pouring spout.  
DO NOT shake the holding tank violently when rinsing it, as this can dislodge the float arm. A gentle 
swirling action and two or more rinses, as required, will ensure the tank is thoroughly clean.  
When charging the holding tank add two litres of water to the Aqua Kem. This minimises the risk of waste 
"Pyramiding".  
Drain down the fresh water chamber during winter lay-ups to prevent the possibility of frost damage.  
 
                                                                                                                                                Tip from Chris Sanderson  
�
�

�
Conker Rally 8 - 10 October 2010 

The conkers at this rally are not restricted to children. There will be a trophy for adults as well. 
There are spaces at the moment- so come on- relive your childhood! 

 
Christmas Shopping Rally 25 - 28 November 2010 

We are sorry that after much consideration, our original venue at Flempton decided that they could not 
accommodate us for this rally. The new venue will be Blackbourne Hall, Elmswell 

(see p26 of the Rally Handbook for venue details). 
We have an optional extra Thursday night camping and Saturday night social in the hall with live band 

“MISTER BUSS”. Rally fee as published £18.80 all inclusive.  If you do not want to bring your caravan or 
motorhome you can join us for the social from 8pm Saturday. Tickets on sale from Trevor Smith £4 per person. 

 
Bonfire & New Year Rally Deposits Please 

The Bonfire Rally requires advance payment £28 on booking please. 
The New Year Rally requires a £10 deposit.  

�
�
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And the last word from Tommy Cooper 

This fella is on safari in Africa when he comes across an elephant lying on the ground, in distress.  
He investigates and finds a thorn in its foot. He removes it, and the elephant trots merrily away.  
Twenty years later, the man is standing in the street watching a circus procession pass by.  
When the elephant gets level with him, it stops, looks straight at him, reaches out with its trunk, lifts him 
bodily into the air, smashes him on the ground and jumps on him.         It was a different elephant. 
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