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Valentines Rally 
Hallowtree 

 
February 2010 

 

 

 
 

What a "LOVE"ly rally...  
 
We have just been on the last valentines rally that was run by Helen and Phil, Dave and Jan, it was a really 
good weekend and some people had more to drink than others. We had cheese and crackers during the 
evening and some wine was also supplied by the marshals which was a lovely surprise, the disco was  by 
Plasma which again was really good (as usual). We hope the old marshals will continue to come on the 
valentines rally with the new marshals, I'm sure people will agree that again another rally was enjoyed by all 
and thank you again Helen, Phil, Dave and Jan. 
 
Tina & Steve Eagle  
 

A message from the marshals,  
 
We would like to say a big thank you for all the support we have had on the Valentines Rally for the last 4 
years.  Even though we have had snow 3 years out of 4, your enthusiasm and enjoyment has made it all 
worthwhile. 
 
We would particularly like to thank you all for the magnificent amount of over £600 you have enabled us to 
raise for our chosen charities through our raffles and also a special thank you to all those people who have 
helped quietly in the background. 
 
Helen, Philip, Dave & Jan 
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Mothers Day Rally 
Butley 

 
March 2010 

  

 
    

Has spring really sprung ??  
 
Last year we set the Butley rally as our pointer for the start of spring. This year, the winter seems to have 
dragged on and on, so it was a real delight to be able to walk about the rally field with a light jacket in the 
sunshine. 
 
This weekend is the first rally of the season for many of our friends and this always presents additional 
challenges. The winterised caravans are uncovered, refilled with fluids and are brought out for the first time 
in quite a while.  
Dart players were all gathered on Friday evening in the hall and a number of us just couldn't get the hang 
of it and like me, made our excuses and returned to our refreshments for natter and chatter. The knockout 
competition continues and the finals were played on Saturday morning. The winners of ladies competition 
was Beryl Garrod and the men's competition was John Preston.  
The picture competition was very popular again this year and we had to guess the names of the groups 
from the pictures drawn by ralliers and displayed in their caravan windows. I still don't know what some of 
them were but the artwork was quite brilliant.  
  
There were plenty of opportunities to chat and catch up over a cuppa, as the marshals seemed to have the 
tea urn switched on with a constant flow of refreshments. The Saturday evening social was up to the usual 
brilliant standard and everyone was dancing the night away. In the morning, a few slight hangovers were 
soon forgotten when the sun shone again and we all planned our next weekend out together. 
  
Well done to our rally marshals, Tony & Sharon, Gary & Amanda, Vince & Debbie. 
  
Trev, Sue & friends. 
                                                                                               
 
 
Tip from Chris Sanderson  
 
Alko Stabilisers - noise problems.  My guidance in the last Tips & Ideas (Feb 2010) covered checking 
and cleaning the friction pads on  the Alko 2004 & 3004 type Stabilisers. Curious as to what was causing 
the friction pads to contaminate, I spoke to one of the Alko Reps at this years NEC Caravan Show.  Having 
had the problem previously drawn  to their attention, Alko had carried out detailed tests on the carbon 
deposits found on the pad surfaces. The tests revealed the carbon to have been derived from exhaust 
emissions in particular those of diesel cars.  
The conclusions drawn was that not all diesel powered vehicles will cause the contamination as several 
other factors have to be considered, like the position of the exhaust to the tow hitch, the design of the 
vehicle and air movements around such whilst travelling etc. 
For those of us who have experienced the problem at least we are now aware of what is causing it and 
regular checks and cleaning should prevent noise re-occurence�
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EASTER FAMILY "FUN" RALLY 
 

BLAXHALL  

APRIL 2010 
   

   
 

 
HAPPY EASTER AT BLAXHALL 
 

What a lovely rally, and how hard the marshals must have worked to make it such a success, we were entertained 
from beginning to end. Thursday evening tea and coffee, Friday morning more tea and coffee plus lovely crisp, 
warm, hot cross buns. In the evening we had quizzes, which were really enjoyable, Saturday morning a film show 
for the children, and Easter bonnet making for all, in the evening we had a very good disco. Sunday evening we 
had bingo, once more a good time was had by all. Many thanks to the marshals for a very happy Easter weekend. 
 
Beryl & Brian Garrod.  

  

 
Wow!!!  
 
That is the only term we can think of to describe the recent Easter Family Fun Rally at Blaxhall.  A superb agenda of 
activities for all the family, Hot X buns, Easter bonnet making, colouring in, Chocolate krispie cakes, quizzes, disco 
and a wonderful Easter Egg hunt.  The marshals were so efficient and everything went off without a hitch. A lot of hard 
work clearly went into the running and organising of this rally and it certainly paid off. Well done to Darren, Renee, 
Gary, Jean and families. This rally will take a lot of beating!!!! 
  
The Pedder family.  
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We would like to pass on our sincere thanks to: Stephen, Viv, Oliver and Millie Harper along with their co-
marshals : Ian And Ann Nicol for a lovely weekend.   Stephen seemed to have endless energy and spent 
the whole weekend running around to make our weekend that much more enjoyable. 
Having marshalled rally's ourselves we know only too well how much pressure it can put on your marriage , 
especially with young children in tow ! !  Makes putting up the awning together seem a walk in the park. 
We think everyone should have a turn at marshalling to be able to appreciate just how much work goes in 
and how hard it is to please everyone. We understand it was Stephen and Viv's first rally as main Marshal's 
and they must of worked hard well in advance of the rally to fine tune it.  
 
I still feel more help and support from the committee would help with difficulties such as paperwork and 
other worrying issues new marshals may have, although these guys seemed to take it all in their stride. 
 
The fishing afternoon for the children was good fun, especially as it was won by Nicol Brinkoff who 
screamed out as her "very" LARGE fish nearly took her water skiing for the afternoon. In fact the whole 
weekends fishing events seemed dominated by the Brinkoff family as they wiped the floor with us all!  But 
well done to them all.  
 
Saturday evening’s entertainment was held in a large marque. The marshals had loaned it from the 
caravan club but had to erect it themselves so more hard unseen work there. 
There was a singer who sung a lot of old songs like Neil Diamond, but new songs too, for us to all relate to 
past memories . All in all a fun packed weekend in gorgeous weather all thanks to our hard working rally 
marshals. Our sincere thanks once again for a fab time.    
  
Best wishes from: Darren, Renee, Amy and Reece Fitc h x x x x  



�

;�������

�
        
 Christmas Shopping Rally - November 2010 - Change of Venue and Format 
Following cancellation by the venue owners, the Christmas Shopping Rally on 26 – 28 November will now 
be held at Blackbourne Hall, Elmswell.  There will also be an optional extra night camping (arriving 
Thursday) so ralliers can go shopping in the Bury markets on Friday and Saturday. There will also be a 
social in the hall on Saturday evening. Please see our web site or contact Trevor Smith on 07889 923543 
for more details. 
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Thanks from the Marshals...  
 
We would like to thank everyone who has attended our back to school rallies 
over the last three years. We have just had our final year and it was great to 
see everyone joining in and having fun.  We have had a brilliant time running 
them, it has been so much fun. 
 
We are having a break from school but hopefully we'll have a great time doing 
something different next year. 
 
Thanks again to everyone, 
 
Tony, Sharon, Charlie, Jodie, Deb and Vince ��

�

We would just like to say thank you to Sharon, Tony, Vince, Debbie and the girls for a brilliant weekend.  
We have attended all 3 years and the marshals put such hard work into the rally - even doing a year badge 
for each person depending on how many of the rallies you had been too! 
  
Looking forward to what you come up with for next year! 
  
Kim, Nigel, Jack and Max  
�

�
Pictures courtesy of Trevor Smith �
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Kids Corner 
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Kids Corner 
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Find all the circus people, animals and other items  
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Wings and Wheels Rally  
Henham 

 
May 2010  

 
Our second year at the  "Wings and Wheels" event... . 
 
How well organised our rally marshals were, they even marked a path for us across the field with white 
markers. I understand that the circumstances were made more difficult, by the sheep that were in 
residence, who were determined to knock them down as soon as they were put in. After two wet days the 
sun shone and we thoroughly enjoyed the flying display, and a wander round the stalls. 
 
Many thanks to Colin & Jan, Alan & Sue & Nick & Carole and their helpers. 
 
Beryl,  Brian, Sheila & Joe . 

 

               
 

                    
 

Pictures by Trevor Smith 
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Hike & Bike Rally 
Alton Water 
Tattingstone 

 
May 2010 

  

 
 
A chance to relax or exercise those legs...  
 
It was a real pleasure to escape from the "hustle and bustle" of last week. We are sure that Kim and Nigel 
would agree. Following a hectic time at work, at home and attending meetings in the evenings, we were 
thrilled to arrive at this rally to a format that was very much "do as you please". 
 
The rally field was tucked away behind Tattingstone village and alongside the lake, a most beautiful setting 
and with our caravans in neat rows the scene was perfect. 
 
Those of you that know Trev, will be aware that he is very much a night time person. Trev admits, one of 
the highlights of this weekend was watching the sun rise over the water at 5am to a beautiful clear blue sky 
and sun glistening on the flat calm water. You just had to be there to experience the moment. 
 
The weather was very kind to us this weekend and it was perfect for our Saturday hiking and biking. Many 
groups set off and so they returned at different times and with different stories to tell. Some travelled the 
entire circuit and others just a mile or two. Whether just a mile or so in each direction, it was easy to find 
numerous paths and diversions to watch the lake from another angle. 
 
Upon our return, Joe and Trev got the barbeques ready and Sue, Sheila and Beryl prepared the salads, 
cakes, and all the other goodies. Brian helped with the wind breaks and the party began. What a fab 
evening. Not too much alcoholic beverage either but a perfect evening to celebrate Dan's 25th birthday. 
 
It is a pleasure to write this short report as Kim and Nigel are always so generous with their messages of 
thanks after a rally. We just feel it is our turn to say thank you to them for a terrific, relaxing weekend, 
perfectly timed and at the perfect venue. Nice one guys !! 
 
"Thank you" and well done to Kim, Nigel, Jack, Max and Lynda, Chris, Roxy and Naomi. 
 
Trev & Sue Smith, Joe & Sheila Holmes, Brian & Bery l Garrod.   
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It is with great sadness that in March we lost our dear friend and co-marshal, Margaret Mills.   
 
Margaret did a lot of work for the Debenham Country Music Festival, always being on the gate and 
undertaking the financial paperwork.  She was always smiling and enjoyed her tot of whisky to, as 
Margaret said ‘keep out the cold.’   
 
Margaret will be sadly missed by all at the festival and our love and sympathy goes out to all the 
family. 

Ed & Jan Cuffe 
 

�
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Caravan Door Locks –  
You like many have probably got a door lock on your caravan (or Motorhome) that locks with the 
lever in the upright position and pushing the lever down allows you to open the door. Not so good 
if you have a dog like our “Florence” who quickly found that if you jump up and put one of your 
pads on the locked door lever - heh presto you’re out.  Possibly young children out there with 
similar ideas?  
 
My initial research to overcome this, considered the external locks offered by companies such as 
Fiamma. However, fitting one of these locks would have proved impossible due to the door 
opening design and/or  access to the inner side of the caravan panels. Approaching Homestead 
Caravans at Weeley for a solution they suggested changing the inner part of the lock for the 
“opposite hand” i.e. one designed for when the door is hinged on the opposite side or hung on the 
other side (foreign models). 
Mine is a Hartel Door and Locks and it was just a simple job of removing the four retaining 
screws/bolts** and replacing the inner part of the lock. (No need to alter the outer part containing 
the lock barrel so no change of keys). 
Door now locks with lever in down position - Florence is foiled and we are happy. Cost approx £32 
which is £5 or so cheaper than Fiamma option.  
** screws/bolts located under plastic covers.  

Chris Sanderson 
�

 
When tempted to fight fire with fire, remember that the Fire Department usually uses water 

 
�
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2011 Rallies 
 

Our Rally Secretary is busy collating the rallies f or 2011 to be included in next year’s rally book. 
If you are considering running a rally please conta ct him as some of the months are already getting 

full.  Please don’t leave it too long. 
 

Contact him at rallysec@suffolkcentre.co.uk   
�
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You are such a good friend that if we were on a sinking ship together and there was only one life 
jacket... I'd miss you heaps and think of you often �
�
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Answers to Who am I?                A Candle and an  Egg �

�

�
!"�������*���6� Why are some hairs white?  
 
A little girl is sitting and watching her mother do the dishes at the kitchen sink.  
She suddenly notices that her mother has several strands of white hair sticking out in contrast to 
her brunette hair. She looks at her mother and inquisitively asks, "Why are some of your hairs 
white, Mum?"  
 
Her mother replied, "Well, every time that you do something wrong and make me cry or unhappy, 
one of my hairs turns white."  
 
The little girl thought about this revelation for a while and then asked, "Mummy, how come all of 
Grandma's hairs are white?�

 
 

Actual item for sale 
  

Awning For Sale  
Quest Lounge Awning 

Ideal for weekends 
Medium weight acrylic 

awning 
Should fit any caravan 

Good Condition 
£80 OVNO 

Contact: Sheila or Joe 
Holmes  

Tel:  07775 432729  

 
 

Picture from catalogue 
  

Awning For Sale   
 

Sunncamp Ultima 260 
Only used a couple of 

times 
 

£80 
Contact: Richard Norman  

Tel:  01206  762388 

�


