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RALLY REPORTS 
 

"Wings and Wheels" Henham Estate  -  May 2011  
 
We were ready for a relaxing weekend as we arrived at the Henham Estate on the Friday afternoon. It was another 
fine, warm spring day and we were thrilled to be looked after by two of the youngest rally marshals in the team. 
Charlie and Harry Goddard had been helping their mum, dad, grandma and grandad all afternoon. Even making 
good use of the equipment to ensure all the caravans were sited correctly. 
 
A lovely quiet Saturday was followed by an exciting and busy Sunday looking round dozens of stalls, classic cars 
and commercial vehicles and seeing a good number of planes coming and going with a good overhead display too. 
We had a fantastic burger and chips from the food area and wandered around watching a strongman and high wire 
act, however Trev's favourite was the Honda Goldwing display (no you can't have one !) We heard that some of the 
aircraft couldn't make it to Hehnam but the display was still well worth it.  
 
Thanks to the Halesworth Lions for allowing our Centre to participate, to the landowner for permission to camp in 
this beautiful natural environment and most of all.... many thanks to our marshals Charlie & Harry, Colin & Jan, Alan 
& Sue and Nick & Carole and their all their helpers. 
 
Sue Smith. 
  
Jan and Colin would like to thank all members who supported the Wings and Wheels weekend. 
 
Unfortunately, although we had amazing weather, the Lions organisers had no control over the weather in other 
parts of the country. Consequently many of the aircraft that were booked were unable to take off from their local 
airports. Those who did come were all from East Anglia. 
 
Two display flights that had been booked were unable to attend:- the pilot of one of the Red Hawks had broken a leg 
on Friday and the Yak 52 had blown a piston (the organisers had no control over either of these events). 
 
To compensate, the Mustang came at twenty-four hours notice as did the Twister Duo who came direct from an air 
display at Abingdon without having landed between displays. the Twister Duo were a fantastic finale in our opinion. 
 
Jan Goddard  

  
Pictures courtesy of Jan Goddard 
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Sea Fishing Rally Cancelled  

The Thorpeness Fishing Rover Rally to be held at The North End, Thorpeness on 30 September to 02 October has 
been cancelled. We apologise for any inconvenience or disappointment. 
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ROCKING WILD WEST WEEKEND !!!  
May 2011 
A wonderful fun packed weekend had by all on The 
Wild West Rally at Dan's Meadow, Martlesham. 
 
Friday tea and coffee and chatting in the hall. 
Saturday the centre's volleyball kit was put out and 
lots of interesting games featured, kids v adults, 
adults v adults, the unfit against the unfit, a great idea 
to have the net there it was well worth it. The 
afternoon saw a game of Horseshoes, which was 
great fun for everyone. 
 
The highlight of the weekend on Saturday evening 
was the disco, with DJ Martin. Lots of people 
dressing up - loads of cowboys, cowgirls, a trio of 
funny looking Mexicans and a couple of dodgy 
Indians!!  A brilliant night's entertainment. 
 

 
Picture courtesy of Sarah Pedder 

After flagpole on Sunday a raffle was held and there were some great prizes on offer. Clearly a lot of hard work 
went into the weekend and we can only say "thank you and well done, it was brilliant" to Mandi, Daryl, Mel, 
Steve and kids for all the hard work. For a first rally marshaled by Mandi and Daryl it was extremely well 
organised and well thought out. Many thanks again. 
 
From Sarah Andy and Rachel Pedder  

 
We went along to the Wild West Rally at Martlesham, the weather was very good to us although a bit windy and 
we only had one shower of rain on Saturday afternoon. On Friday evening we had a chance to get together for 
tea and coffee and to catch up with old friends. 
 
At 2.30pm on Saturday there was a horseshoe throwing contest but about to 2.00pm the heavens opened up a 
with the only shower of the weekend but it still went ahead. Saturday evening there was a disco and the fancy 
dress had a good turnout. Cowboy’s, Indian’s, Mexican’s, etc, the disco was a DJ Johnny's friend and he was 
very good he played all types of music. The dance floor was never empty. 
 
The raffle tickets were sold all day Saturday and Saturday evening at the disco, the draw was to be held on 
Sunday morning after flagpole unfortunately we had to leave before 10.00 AM so we missed flag pole but we 
would just like to say a very big thanks to all the marshals who organized the rally, Daryl, Mandi, Abi and Ben 
Syrett. Steve and Mel Garrard thanks for a great weekend. Looking forward to our next Rally in 2 weeks time. 

Jane & Ron Newman  

 
Picture courtesy of Ron Newman 
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A busy weekend rally at the Clopton Cheese & Wine R ally – May 2011  

 
It doesn't seem possible that a year has passed since the last visit to 
Clopton. As predicted, the rally field was filling up nicely by the time we 
arrived just after lunch. The marshals were lining up the vans very 
precisely so that spacing was kept in accordance with the rules and the 
maximum number of units could be accommodated. 
 
This was another beautiful warm weekend with Friday evening tea and 
coffee in the hall followed by a good old natter with friends. The draw was 
made for the target bowls so we all stood a fair chance of being put up 
against the "master of target bowls" Mick Prentice. 
 
This year we were again woken on Saturday morning by Joe with his little 
electric lawn mower. The bowls area was marked out in good time for a 
10.30 start and the hot sunshine meant that we could all gather round 
and be amused by the cheers and boos (all meant as fun) when scores 
mounted and near misses were had. Sue and Sheila served some cold 
beers to the watching crowd. It was a real treat to see a female bowler 
win for the third year in a row. This time it was the turn of Audrey 
Frettingham who claimed she was new to target bowls but brilliantly won 
the knockout competition and accumulated the best score of the day.  

Pictures courtesy of Trevor Smith  

 

 
The evening entertainment was provided by 
Bryan Gordon after a splendid feast of 
cheese and wine. Although we know all the 
work was done in the kitchen by the ladies, 
the male marshals with encouragement 
from Nick dressed in their "pinnies and 
hats" and served the three or four different 
wines to us via the serving hatch. We were 
all singing along and dancing to familiar old 
tunes and chuckling to Bryan's humour 
during the evening. 
 
Thanks to the marshals for a lovely 
weekend, to Bryan for a great evening of 
entertainment and to Mick for some of the 
funniest heckling during the bowls 
competition. See you again next year. 
 

 
 
Steam locos and impressive gardens...  
  
The long dry spring period continued although this weekend was a little cloudy and windy. Having navigated our van 
down the narrow road to the rally field we immediately heard the "toot toot" of a steam train passing behind the trees. 
What a nice atmosphere this was, coupled with the tidy and impressive gardens just over to our right. 
 
We arrived on Friday afternoon and managed to get some well earned rest on he rally field following another busy 
week. We spent most of Saturday back and forth to the Bressingham Steam Museum taking rides and wandering 
around all the exhibits including the Dads Army area. A nice barbecue on Saturday evening followed by a walk round 
the gardens was the perfect end to the day. 
 
On Sunday we went back into the Steam Museum to have more rides on the trains and look around the garden 
centre. It was too much of a temptation and a tray of plants accompanied us back to the van. We finally left the rally 
field late into the afternoon having sampled some tea and cakes in the cafe. 
 
We would like to thank the marshals for putting this rally in the programme and we hope that it will be run again in 
future. 
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Brightlingsea Carnival Rally 
June 2011 

 
 
 
Pay attention at the back ...!!  
Suffolk Centre once again entered a procession float for the 
Brightlingsea Carnival this year. The theme was The Celebration of 
60 years of Children's TV, the Centre chose to do Grange Hill. 
Even though the weather wasn't too good the carnival went ahead 
with all participants making the most of the day. 
 
Our Suffolk Centre entry once again won 1st place. Well done to all 
who took part, thanks to Paul for the loan of the trailer and car and 
well done to the Mattocks, Berry, Syrett and Pedder families for 
their enthusiasm at the carnival. 
 
Sarah Pedder  
  

 
Pictures courtesy of Sarah Pedder  
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Fleeces, Polo shirts & T shirts with the Suffolk Centre logo 
Prices – Polo shirts £12, T Shirts £10 & Fleeces £1 8 Available 
in all sizes from 36 (XS) to 54 (4XL) and you can order in your 
favourite colour: White, Black, Navy Blue, Royal Blue, Sky Blue, 
Red, Maroon, Bottle Green, Yellow and Grey. 
Contact John Payne - Telephone no 01206 304964 �

�
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Inter Centre Fishing + Golf Rally       Suffolk Invitation to the Anglia Region      June 2 011�

�

We arrived quite late on Friday evening 
after a longish drive, On arrival the 
Marshals made us feel very welcome 
and great set of smiling faces greeted 
us, that's one thing I notice about this 
caravanning lark, no matter which centre 
you visit you will always receive a warm 
welcome.  
 
The Anglia region had given this inter 
centre event their blessing and 
invitations were sent to all five centres 
within their Region. 33 caravans 
responded to the invite and arrived at the 
Suffolk show ground also known as 
Stonham Barns. 
�

After we set our caravan we made our way over to the barn where we met the rest of the Ralliers. We enjoyed a 
nice cup of Tea and a biscuit with them. I put my name down for the fishing competition chatted for a while then 
returned to my caravan and looked forward to the morning. 
 
That night the heavens opened. It rained all night, I felt really cosy tucked up in bed listening to rain drops bouncing 
off the roof. It was somehow soothing. 
�
The morning was damp and drizzling as we made our way to the 
lake. Steve was there sorting out who went where and generally 
organising things. I discovered that Steve usually takes part in 
the fishing competitions but decided forgo his place in order to 
look after us which was very admirable. 
 
Luckily the rain held off and the sun did manage to show its face 
eventually. The fishing was good for those going for the smaller 
ones but the big ones were a little shy. Everybody caught fish 
and enjoyed their day. Andy Wade from North Essex Centre 
was the out right winner with over 6lbs of tiddlers. Rob Rice of 
North Essex was 2nd and weighed in 5lbs and Paul Day from 
Mid Anglia came 3rd with a nice carp caught with his last cast. 
 
The North Essex Centre won the superbly carved Inter Centre 
‘Michael Williams’ trophy and will do their best to hold onto it 
next year. 

 
Pictures courtesy of Rob Rice 

 
David Hale run the Golf competition on the excellent 18 hole golf course which was won by Geoff Morton. 
 
Stonham Barns is an excellent venue and one that would lend itself to all kinds of events. The field is well kept and 
very flat and would hold 100 caravans easily. There are some shops and a garden centre onsite to look around as 
well as a village store and café. The Owl sanctuary is defiantly worth a look round and for those that enjoy the 
fishing, there are two lakes and a golf course. 
 
Our Thanks go to John Payne & Ann Kemp, Jan & Dave Hale and Joanne & Steve Oliver the Marshals who 
organised and looked after us this weekend. 
 
Rob Rice,   North Essex Centre Member  
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Worm Charming Rally at Hadleigh 
July 2011 �

�
Who forgot to order the worms ?!  
 
Thanks for a great weekend and organising such 
brilliant weather, even if you forgot to order the 
worms ;) 
Kim Berry  
 
Excellent rally Trevor, brill location well done ! 
Mandi Syrett 
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We had a lovely weekend and what great new venue with 
a wonderful view of the sunsets. 
Roy Flurrie  
 
This is lovely, just the job Trev ! 
Mick Prentice   
 
It would be nice to come back again but there were too 
many rules for the worm charming :) 
Sheena McCartney  
 
We love this site, you did well to find this one. Hope they 
invite us back and when they get the CL up and running 
we will certainly try it out. 
Colin Goddard MBE 
 
Lovely venue. Ideal site for caravans. 
Jerry Goddard.  
 
You all put on a really good rally, well done. If you do it 
next year don't forget to mention the fishing next door. 
Tim Punchard   
 
Thanks for a great weekend , just a couple of sunset 
picture 
Robert and Lynne Purkis 
 
What Wiggly Worms? 
Just want to say thanks for a lovely weekend, perfect 
weather and a fantastic new site. The view was beautiful. 
We all had fun finding the elusive worms, definitely do it 
again had such a laugh. Well done to all the marshals. 
Andy Sarah and James Pedder �
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Country Music Festival  
Debenham 

 
July 2011 �

           
We were in "Virgin Country" this weekend.... 
 
I have just attended my first Debenham Country Music rally and what a great rally it was. Vans began arriving on 
Wednesday with a very warm welcome from all the marshals it was easy to set up on a level and well set out site, 
soon there was quite an array of flags flying and BBQ's going. 
 
Heavy rain over night and Thursday morning did little to dampen the spirits in the evening it was over to the hall to 
book and decorate your table. From then on it was entertainment all the way with two bands on both Thursday and 
Friday evenings. 
 
On Saturday unfortunately the weather again played its part with the proposed outdoor concerts having to move 
inside due to the rain but this proved no problem with every one having a great time. Saturday evening again saw 
two bands with Bob Brolly being the star of the evening. Sunday morning flagpole was held in the hall where our 
thanks were given to the marshals and there many helpers, but there was more to come with concerts again in the 
afternoon and evening. 
 
This rally was attended by some 60 members from the Suffolk Centre and many more from visiting centres, there 
was music for all,  not just country music fans it is good to see the Centre runs rallies for all tastes. Long may this 
rally continue and with the hard work of the marshal I am sure it will go from strength to strength, again thank you 
very much for your hard work and I am sure I will be back. 
 
An almost country fan. 
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Pig Roast Rally 
Woolverstone 

July 2011 
 

 
Annual Pig Roast and Summer Fete is a favourite aga in... 
  
Sheena and myself would like to thank everyone who attended the pig roast and made it such a great success for 
both charities, to raise more than last year in the present economic climate was truly amazing. 
 
The rally got off to good start with vans waiting for the gates to open at 12 o`clock, the very efficient team of 
marshals quickly had them sited and the field soon filled up. 
 
Sheena and myself again decided  to run the burger and hot dog stall  on Friday evening and with some help from 
David and Tracy had sold almost 200 when we closed at nine o`clock. 
 
Saturday morning saw the field being prepared for the afternoon fete with many stalls set up we hoped for good 
weather but although it stayed dry it was chilly and overcast, however this did not stop everyone enjoying the 
afternoon with the stalls doing a brisk trade I spent the afternoon in the stocks and by the end I was very wet and 
cold but never mind all in a good cause. 
 
It was then on to the pig roast with everyone setting up there tables in front of the marquee, at 6 o’clock all was 
ready and service began, pork in a roll, potatoes, rice and every salad ingredient you could think of and really 
lovely crackling all washed down with the famous pig roast punch. 
 
On Sunday morning the marshals cooked a full English breakfast for those who wanted it then it was quickly on to 
flagpole where Paul and Jan received their horse for reaching 500 Suffolk Centre Rallies well done Paul and Jan. 
 
Can I thank you all again for your part in making this rally such a success and the marshals and helpers for all their 
hard work not only during the rally but throughout the year it has to be seen to be believed the work that goes into 
making a rally like this run so smoothly, again thank you all very much. 
 
Derek and Sheena 
 
We arrived Friday evening about 5 ish and decided to have a burger / 
hotdog that Derrick had started to cook on his homemade BBQ, all 
proceeds went to the chairman's charity. We then went and had tea and 
coffee after our burgers, (but one wasn't enough for some, so some of 
us had 2). We then went and brought our breakfast tickets for Sunday. 
 
Saturday there was fun and games for the children from 1.30 - 2.30 and 
then Derrick and Sheena opened the summer fete. There was quite a 
few stalls with a variety of things to do or buy. The tombola proved 
popular again, and Mandi the cakes were lovely. We all then went back 
to our vans for a while. We took our tables and chairs over to the front 
of the marquee ready for the pig roast which we started to queue for at 
about 6, we handed our tickets in for our meals to our chairman and 
then went to collect our food from the helpers that where putting a 
variety of salads etc on our plates and also the most important thing our 
rolls with the meat, stuffing and apple sauce (if you wanted it). We then 
went into the marquee after we had eaten for the traditional punch, 
which again was lovely. 
 
Sunday morning we had decided to go and have a breakfast that was 
cooked by the marshals at 10am, it was enjoyed by all. Flagpole 
followed at 12.30 which included the raffle (which as usual we didn't win 
anything) and then we decided to go for a stroll to the marina and by 
the time we got back it was time to pack up and go. We all had a really 
good weekend and enjoyed everything that was going on so we would 
like to say a really big thank you to Paul and Jan and all the Marshals 
and helpers for a lovely weekend.              Tina & Steve Eagle  

 

Picture courtesy of Tina Eagle 
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2012 COMMITTEE NOMINATIONS 

�

�

Please note that all positions on the Suffolk Centre committee including Chairman, are now up 
for nomination. Nominations for Officers and Committee signed by the nominee must be 
received by the Centre Secretary, Tracy Totman no later than noon, 14 days before the AGM 
(i.e. Noon Sunday 25th September 2011). 
 
The Suffolk Centre AGM will be held at SUTTON VILLAGE HALL on Sunday 9th October 2011 
(see page 10 of your Rally Handbook for full details and Agenda)�

�

URGENT  -  2012 RALLY HANDBOOK FRONT COVER COMPETIT ION 
�

�

The 2011 Rally Handbook front cover photograph is by Daryl Syrett at Wings and Wheels, 
Henham Estate. 
 
The 2012 competition is open to all members adults and children alike. It does not have to be a 
photograph and it could be a drawing or painting. Please submit your entry in A5 size and 
Portrait  layout. Please send your entries to Nigel Berry as soon as you can. 
 
Entries must be received by 1st September 2011 and the winner will be announced at the AGM.�
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WEBMASTER REPORT  
www.suffolkcentre.org.uk 
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Item by Webmaster, Trevor Smith  -  I joined the Suffolk Centre Committee 
in 2004 to support the Suffolk Centre Web and act as your Webmaster. It 
seems a very long time ago that I set up the first rally programme on-line. 
Since I started being Webmaster, I have held the position of Rally Secretary 
and Vice Chairman. I still thoroughly enjoy receiving reports and 
photographs, some of them contained in this Newsletter but many many 
more are published on our web site. 
The web site costs under £200 per year to maintain and is supported by 
advertising that also appears in the Rally Handbook. Compared with costs of 
over £2000 to produce the Rally Handbook, the web site offers outstanding 
value.�

 
Whilst I was checking the web site recently, it occurred to me that you may like to see just how many people visit our 
site and how popular it has become, as in recent years the internet has truly become the modern day media of 
choice. The following statistics have been downloaded from our counter that appears in the bottom right corner of 
the home page. All graphics are courtesy of StatCounter.com. 

�  
The number of visits to the web site peaked in 2008 
with over 23,000 unique visitors and over 6,000 
returning visitors and a total of over 61,000 page loads.�

The profile for 2010 shows the season effect and trends 
during the year. I believe the January peak in page loads 
is when visitors are browsing the new rally programme. 
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SUFFOLK CENTRE DINNER AT THE WEST WING, ICKWORTH 
Deposits now being taken for the dinner £10 per per son. Contact Derek & Sheena Pannell on 01440 785881  

Rally bookings 7 th to 9 th September 2012 can be made after the AGM on 9 th October 2011. 
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The West Wing is part of Ickworth House, created in 1795 by the eccentric 
4th Earl of Bristol to display collections gathered from all over Europe. 
Today Ickworth House with its vast central Rotunda and curved corridors 
presents collections of paintings including work by Titian, Valasquez and 
Gainsborough, George silver and Regency furniture. The house is 
surrounded by 1800 acres of gardens and Pleasure Grounds. 
 
The Ickworth Estate was home to the Hervey family for 600 years. It was 
passed to the National Trust by Treasury Transfer in 1956 in lieu of death 
duties. The shell of the West Wing was completed in 1841 but work to 
finish it internally began in 2004 when National Trust started development. 

 
Dinner at the West Wing including a private guided tour will cost 
approximately £45.00 per person. 
 
Dress Black Tie or Lounge Suit for the gentlemen and for the ladies Cocktail 
Dresses. A rally will be held in the grounds of Ickworth Park from 7th to 9th 
September 2012. 
 
For further information please contact: 
Derek & Sheena Pannell – telephone 01440 785881 
David & Tracy Totman – telephone 01473 890885 
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           ITEMS FOR SALE          �

�

      
 

    
 

More products available on request, including a sel ection of pegs.year 
pointers and other useful items. 

 
(Prices subject to availability)  

For Sale  
 

Suffolk Centre Equipment Sales 
 

Pick up a bargain from one of our 
rallies. 

 
We sell brand name products at a 
fraction of the normal retail price: 

 
Fenwicks Caravan Cleaner 

£6.00 
 

Fenwicks Bobby Dazzler 
£5.00 

 
Elsan Blue 2 litre 

£7.00 
 

Elsan Pink 2 litre 
£6.50 

 
Updated August 2011  

�
Caravan Cover   

 
Fits vans up to 23 ft 

 
Very good condition, 

hardly used 
 

Buyer to collect, 
 

£40 ONO 
 

Contact:  Andy Kent 
 

Tel:  01206 250282 �

 
Alco Wheel Lock  

 
As new 

 
 £40 

 
Contact:  Keith & Sandra 

Gardner 
 

Tel:  01473 421788 
Mob: 07730 893988 �

 
Proline Generator 

 
850 Watt 

 
Only used twice 

 
 £40 

 
Contact:  Darren Fitch 

 
Tel:  01394-420331 �

 
Fiamma Sun Canopy 

3.1 metres.   
 

Fits to side of caravan / 
motorhome  

 
£75 

 
Contact:  Tony & Karen 

Reed 
 

Tel:  01502 740105 �

�
Grey Plastic Step   

suitable for 
Caravan or Motorhome  

 
£10  ONO 

 
Contact:  Steve & Mel 

Garrard 
 

Tel:  01473 402550 �

Kia Sorento Towbar  
(original Kia part)  

 
 £   reasonable offers 

 
Contact:  Keith & Sandra 

Gardner 
 

Tel:  01473 421788 
Mob: 07730 893988 �

Platinum 110ah 
Leisure Battery  

As new 
 

 £50 
 

Contact:  Keith & Sandra 
Gardner 

 
Tel:  01473 421788 
Mob: 07730 893988 �

 
Alco Wheel Lock  

 
As new 

 
 £40 

 
Contact:  Brian Garrod 

 
Tel:  01473 421568 �
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