THE E""' '
CARAVAN
CLUB

SUFFOLK CENTRE'S QUARTERLY NEWSLETTER

h Find us on the web  www.suffolkcentre.org.uk
Winter 2011

Chairman’s Lines

¢ In this issue:

1. Chairman’s Lines — by Brian Southgate
. 2. News Page — all the latest news

3. Junior Crew — message from Daryl

. 4. Tips and Ideas — by Chris Sanderson
5. What's on in 2012 — from Alan Green

. 6. Rally Reports — from our web site

Edited & Published by Trevor Smith
Printed by Tuddenham Press

Welcome to our Christmas edition of the newsletter, which is the first as your

Chairman | will do my utmost to maintain the high standards of past Chairmen. K
The later part of this year has been exceptionally warm and sunny. Great for

rallying and unusually for this time of the year, a mostly dry rally field. There

have been many enjoyable and very successful rallies since the last newsletter,

both here and in France. | attended the French rally at Domaine Des Ormes, this

was the first time | had ventured abroad with my van on my own. All went down

very well with lots of friends to spend time with. At Kessingland, Suffolk won 6

out of 9 competitions at the Norfolk Fishing Rally, quite a change from last year
when only 2 fish were caught.

I know you will all be looking forward to receiving your 2012 Rally Handbook
which has a mix of old and new venues. The programme is result of work by our
past Rally Secretary Nigel Berry with help from his wife Kim, to whom | would
like to express my thanks. Of course this programme would not be possible
without the continued support of Rally Marshals, as without them there would be
no rallies. To each of them a big thank you for the giving of your time. Please
give our new Rally Secretary Alan Green the same support. If you have any
suggestions for new venues please talk to Alan as soon as possible.

The Rally Handbook is now at the printers and should be back by the end of the
year, so should be ready for posting either late December / early January.

Finally could | wish you all a Happy Christmas and happy caravanning in the
New Year.

Brian Southgate
Centre Chairman.




The Suffolk Centre AGM was held at The Memorial Hall, Sutton on Sunday 9" October. All
positions on committee were up for nomination and a vote was held for the two vice chairman
positions. Please keep in touch with your committee throughout the year with ideas,
suggestions or if you wish to volunteer with help or support in any way.

BRIAN SOUTHGATE
SUFFOLK CENTRE CHAIRMAN

DENIS MATTOCKS JANET DOBSON JANICE KENT
VICE CHAIRMAN N TREASURER HON SECRETARY
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SUFFOLK CENTRE
Congratulations to Steen Bryant, age 17 RALLY HANDBOOK
from Lowestoft who wins the Cover 2
Competition this year. His fun drawing of a ik
horse drawn caravan stood out among a
table full of entries that the Centre
Committee  reviewed in  September.
We have to go back to 2005 to remember
the last time a drawing was used for the
front cover of our Rally Handbook. i g

RALLY HANDBOOK COVER WINNER

JOHN HEAD WAS OUR DENVER “DJ JOHNNY”

You will notice that “DJ Johnny” appears in our rally programme at
regular intervals and has a reputation for superb disco’s. Many of
our how should | say... more mature... members will remember a
different DJ Johnny from the past. He played real vinyl discs from a
different era of sound and every now and again, there was a crackle
and a pop as the stylus broke. We were again thrilled by “DJ Johnny
Head” at the Denver Holiday Rally in September when John Head
managed to get three fellow ralliers to help him transport all the

| " 7 speakers, turntables, lights and miles of wiring
from his home in Brightlingsea. John told me
that he did all this because he wanted us all to
have a “great night” and to celebrate my 50"
birthday in style. John did not disappoint and
the evening was a tremendous success. It's
amazing just how the music brought back
memories for so many on the rally field. Well
done and thank you John, it was fantastic !
Trevor Smith.

Above — DJ John Head
Left — Trevor’s birthday cake

Chairman Brian Southgate, Officers and Committee wi  sh all ﬁ
Suffolk Centre Members a very Merry Christmas and a Ao
Happy and Prosperous New Year
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Tyre Problems

| recently suffered problems with one of my caravan tyres due to
loss of pressure caused by the tyre carcase/tread deforming (See
photos). Due to the fact that the tyre, a Matador 175R14C, was
fitted to a rim with a Tyron band, | followed the recommended
guidance in the Tyron paperwork and first approached an ATS
Euromaster site. As at the time | was staying just west of
Cambridge, | visited the ATS branch in Cambridge. No tyre was
available off the shelf, the only one on their system being in
Scotland which meant at best a few days wait. | then tried
National tyres who stated they could get me sorted by the
following day and then having left the wheel with them; | was later
called to say they couldn't fit the tyre as the wheel had Tyron
Bands fitted. Due to an impending move onto the Newmarket
rally, | abandoned all further attempts to try and get a new tyre
fitted instead accepted the very kind suggestion by John & Hazel
Head (who were caravanning with us) that they follow us and |
use their spare wheel if needed.

Based on the fact that both tyres were approx five years old, |
decided to replace them both. | spoke with Continental Tyres in
Birmingham who are the UK point of contact for Matador and |
believe also Maxmiler tyres. Wishing to move away from basically
“budget/mid range tyres” and opt for a premium tyre specification |
was advised that 185/75 R14 van tyres with 8 ply construction
would both offer me a higher load rating (102/100) and no or very
little difference in rolling diameter.

Having checked with my caravan'’s insurers that they had no
issues re a tyre size /specification change, my choice was to opt
for Goodyear Cargo G26 tyres supplied and fitted by Hi Q tyres in
Bury St Edmunds. Hi Q are listed by Tyron as a recommended
supplier and interestingly on removing the old tyres they found my
Tyron bands had been fitted incorrectly. Reassuringly they
corrected all as part of the new tyres fitting.

By Chris Sanderson

SUFFOLK CENTRE DINNER AT THE WEST WING, ICKWORTH
7" to 9" September 2012

Rally bookings and deposits now being taken for the dinner £10 per person. Contact Derek & Sheena Pann  ell on 01440 785881

The West Wing is part of Ickworth House, created in 1795 by the eccentric 4" Earl of
Bristol to display collections gathered from all over Europe. Today Ickworth House with
its vast central Rotunda and curved corridors presents collections of paintings including
work by Titian, Valasquez and Gainsborough, George silver and Regency furniture. The
house is surrounded by 1800 acres of gardens and Pleasure Grounds.

The Ickworth Estate was home to the Hervey family for 600 years. It was passed to the
National Trust by Treasury Transfer in 1956 in lieu of death duties. The shell of the West
Wing was completed in 1841 but work to finish it internally began in 2004 when National
Trust started development.

Dinner at the West Wing including a private guided tour will cost approximately £45.00
per person.

Dress Black Tie or Lounge Suit for the gentlemen and for the ladies Cocktail Dresses.
A rally will be held in the grounds of Ickworth Park from 7" to 9" September 2012.

For further information please contact:
Derek & Sheena Pannell — telephone 01440 785881
David & Tracy Totman — telephone 01473 890885




Steve & Mel still have a number of spaces on the New Year
rally at Butley. To reserve your space please contact them on
01473 402550 and send your £10 deposit. “DJ Jonny’'s Party

NEW YEAR AT BUTLEY
Thur 29" December 2011
to
Mon 2™ January 2012

Woodbridge

Night”, Bingo and Chinese Auction to be included.

Butley Village Hall, Butley,

VALENTINES
RALLY at

HALLOWTREE
10-12
FEBRUARY 2012

Come and have fun with Sue, Trev, Carole and Nick for their

first Valentine's Weekend:

Friday evening romantic tea and coffee in the hall where you

can post

your Valentines cards.

Saturday afternoon Valentines themed quiz.

Saturday evening Valentine’s social in the hall with live music

from Louise and Julie.

RALLY FEE WILL BE £24.00 PER VAN

The National Rally is The Caravan
Club's premier event that you will
not want to miss.

Everyone is welcome to share this
celebration of caravanning. It will take
place in the Deer Park of Eastnor
Castle, Ledbury, Herefordshire from
Fri 1 June to Wed 6 June 2012.
Non electric pitch, 5 nights from £70
and only £100 for a family (2 adult, 2
youth) marquee entertainment to suit

THE E"" -
CARAVAN
CLUB

2012 is the 200th
anniversary of
when Eastnor
Castle was built.
The 1st Earl
Sommers began
the construction in
1810 and the
scale of the castle
was intended to
create the
impression of a
medieval fortress
guarding the
Welsh Borders.

all tastes is optional extra.

(includes site fee, social, sundries, admin, plaque and VAT)
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JANUARY 2012 JULY 2012
29 Dec - 02 Jan lew Year Rally at Butley, Butley Vill age Hall, Woodbridge 04 - 08 The Bromeswell "Oval Ball" Rally, Woodbridge RUFC, Bromeswell
06 - 08 1st Rally After the New Year, Old Mill Public ~ House, Saxstead 6 - 08 Hooks ‘N’ Hotdogs at Henry's, Henry's Lake Camping and Cvanning, Rattlesden
20 - 22 Burns Supper Rally, Hallowtree, Nacton, Ips ~ wich 06 - 08 Shotley Village Hall Rally, Shotley Village Hall, Th e Street, Shotley
FEBRUARY 2012 06 - 11 Ladies Day, Gt Yarmouth Racecourse CC Site, Great Yarm  outh
10 - 12 Valentines Rally, Hallowtree, Nacton, Ipswic  h 11-17 Festival of Country Music, Debenham Leisure Centre, Gracechurch Street
19 Natter & Chatter (not a rally), Ipswich 20 - 22 Annual Pig Roast Rally and Summer Fete, Ipswich High School, Woolverstone
MARCH 2012 27 -29 Relaxing Time at Clock House Farm, Clock House Farm , Glemsford
02 - 04 Copdock Dinner Dance, The Cameo Hotel at Co  pdock 27 -29 Best End Wins Rally, Framlingham Sports and Social Clu b, Framlingham
16 - 18 [The Sweeping the Leaves Rally, Round Plantat ion, Mildenhall AUGUST 2012
16 - 18 St Patrick's Day Rally, Butley Village Hall, W  oodbridge 03 - 05 Ickworth Park Rally, Ickworth Park, Horringer, Nr Bur  y St Edmunds
22 - 27 Strangers Welcome, Strangers Home Caravan Site , Bradfield 8 - 12 Bugs and Worms Rally, Hill Farm, Pond Hall Road, Had  leigh
30 - 01 April rhe Orchards Holiday Park Rally, St Osy th, Clacton on Sea 0-12 ICHAIRMAN'S RALLY - Breakfast at Newmarket, Rowley Mi  le, Newmarket
[APRIL 2012 17-19 Free and Easy Rally, The Green, Blaxhall, Nr Saxmundh am
05 - 09 Easter Family 'Fun’ Rally, The Village Hall,  Blaxhall 17 -27 Cliff Top Holiday Rally, The North End, Thorpeness
05 - 09 Easter Keeps it Country, Blackbourne Hall, E  Imswell 22 -27 [Come Up and See Us, Reydon Playing Field, Reydon, Sout  hwold
05 - 09 The Easter Eggsperience, The Memorial Hall, S utton 22-28 Brightlingsea Hall Rally, Hall Farm, Church Road, B rightlingsea
13- 15 Clare Priory Rally, Clare 24 - 27 South Essex 50th Anniversary Rally, Doggetts Farm, Ro  chford, Essex
13- 15 Peewit Rally, Peewit Caravan Park, Felixstowe SEPTEMBER 2012
14 - 15 Dealer Day (not a rally), Stowmarket Carava ns 07 - 09 Ickworth House Dinner & Rally Ickworth House West W ing, Ickworth Park
27 - 29 Pentanque at the Turks Head, Turks Head PH, H asketon 14 -17 The Grand Henham Steam Rally, Henham Estate, Nr South  wold
27 - 29 [The April Pub Rally, The White Horse PH, Tat tingstone 21-23 Rodney's Soup Kitchen Rally, The Round Plantation, Mi  Idenhall
MAY 2012 21-23 Rede Hall Farm Park Rally, Rede Hall Farm Park, Rede, Bury St Edmunds
04 - 07 Bluebells at Assington, The Barns, The Stree  t, Assington 27 - 30 Last of the Summer Wine at the Turks Head, Hasketon , Woodbridge
04 - 07 Butley Olympics 2012, Butley Village Hall, ~ Butley, Woodbridge 8- 30 Autumn Rally at Tangham, Forest Camping, Rendlesham Forest
04 - 07 Mayday Celebration at Brampton, Moo Farm, B rampton OCTOBER 2012
11-13 Cheese & Wine Rally, Clopton Village Hall, C lopton Corner 5 - 07 Suffolk Centre AGM Rally, Trinity Park, Felixstowe Rd , Ipswich
11-13 Wings and Wheels, Henham Estate, Nr Southwold 12-14 Harvest Supper Rally, Crowfield Village Hall, Crowfi  eld
11-18 Chill Out Time at Tangham, Forest Camping,  Rendlesham 19-21 The October Pub Rally, The White Horse PH, Tattingst one
18 - 20 Quiet Weekend Rally, Heathside Farm, Wenhas ton 26 - 28 Treat or Trick (Halloween), Memorial Hall, Sutton, ~ Woodbridge
18 - 20 Hike and Bike Rally, Alton Water, Tattingst one NOVEMBER 2012
24 - 27 "May-Be" Fun at Stonham, Stonham Barns Carava  n Park 16 - 18 Anglia Region AGM Rally, Crows Nest, Stewards End, Sa  ffron Walden
25 - 27 Sizzling Sausage Rally, Crowfield Playing Fie Id, Crowfield 22-25 (Christmas Shopping Rally, Blackbourne Hall, EImswell
JUNE 2012 DECEMBER 2012
01 - 06 [The 85th National Rally, Eastnor Castle, Led  bury, Herefordshire 7 - 09 Christmas Celebration Rally, Hallowtree, Nacton, Ip swich
01 - 10 Diamond Jubilee Holiday Rally, Rose Farm To  uring Park, Belton, Gt Yarmouth - 09 Brugge Christmas Market, Marlie Holiday Park, New Ro  mney, Kent
07 - 10 Flixton Flying High, The Buck Public House,  Flixton, Nr Bungay 8 - 01 Jan 2013 New Year Rally, Trinity Park, Felixstowe Rd, Ipswich
15-17 Brightlingsea Carnival Rally, Lower Park Rec  reation Ground, Brightlingsea JANUARY 2013
15 - 20 Inter Centre Fishing Competition Rally, Cob  ble Acre Park Lakes, Hevingham Burns Supper Rally, Hallowtree, Nacton, Ipswich
21 - 24 [The Summer Solstice Rally, Campsea Ashe Villa ge Hall, Campsea Ashe The 2012 RaIIy Handbook has now gone to print andt he
22 - 24 Fritton Lake Rally, Fritton Lake, Beccles R oad, Fritton committee will do their best to get your handbook p osted to
22 - 01 July Camping Klein Strand, Varsenareweg 29, 8 490 Jabbeke, Belgium you in ea”y January. Now is a good time to check t hat you
28 - 01 July Chill Out at Haughley, Red House Farm, _Haughley renewed your membership with the Suffolk Centre whe  n you
29 - 01 July Bob's Meadow Rally, Bob's Meadow, Buck  lesham Road, Foxhall paid your subscription to The Caravan Club this yea r. Wihout
29 - 06 July How Many Are Going to St Ives ? Burleig  h Hill Farm Camping, St Ives, Cambs. this renewal, you will not receive your Handbook.
30 - 14 July FFrench Holiday Rally, Camping Du Poulqu  er Benodet, SW Brittany, France
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Dompierre Les Ormes

August 2011

We have just returned home from the French holiday rally and have to say a massive thank you to Jan, Paul, Lynne
and Barry for organising such a great 2 weeks. The site was brilliant — so many activities that no-one had time to get
bored! The surrounding area was lovely too and we had many days out to enjoy the sights.

Our marshals also organised welcome bags for us (Including French stick, pate, a bottle of water, a bottle of cider
and cheese — most welcome after our journeys from the UK), Daily Bingo, Cheese and Wine evening, Cocktail night,
Scavenger hunt, Picture Quiz, Boule competition, Meal at the site Restaurant. They had also asked those attending
to take a couple of books which meant we had our own Library for a fortnight.

The site had 4 different swimming pools for everyone to enjoy. There was a paintball area, pitch and putt, crazy golf,
golf, restaurant and take-away on site, games room, pedalos for hire, a weekly market, a well stocked shop and lots
more.

The indoor pool was where the "SCCC extreme sports team" held their first event, with Paul, Paul, Den and Nigel
doing the extreme aqua splash! Nigel, Jack, Max, Ben, Abi, Jamie, Bethany, Libby and Frankie also took part in the
“SCCC extreme zip wire event” whilst those not so brave looked on!

Flagpole saw the prize-giving for all the competitions that had taken place and was also an opportunity for us to say
thank you to our marshals for all their hard work. As this was there holiday too it was fantastic that they organised so
much for us alll

So Jan, Paul, Baz and Lynne thank you again for organising a wonderful holiday rally! Now, where are we going next
year?!

Kim, Nigel, Jack and Max Pictures courtesy of Kim Berry

Late Summer Sunshine...

We are sitting outside our vans waiting to pack up but the weather is too nice. We have had a lovely weekend with
tea, coffee and cakes on Friday night, a free to do as you please on Saturday and during afternoon, we enjoyed
watching the water fight (don't know who the bigger kid was Denis). We had tea and coffee on Sunday morning
followed by flagpole.

We would like to thank Steve, Mel, Mandi, Daryl, Abi and Ben for a great weekend, they couldn't of arranged better
weather, once again a big thank you to all.

Steve and Tina Eagle




The final Sutton AGM...

This year the Suffolk Centre AGM will be held at Sutton Memorial Hall for the last time. This venue has served the
Centre very well over a number of years and it has been decided, due to the increased popularity of the event to move
to a slightly larger venue next year. We will still be able to enjoy this excellent venue in 2012 as both Easter and
Halloween are being held there.

It was also the last AGM for Derek & Sheena Pannell as Chairman and Lady. There were many many wishes sent to
them, congratulating them for a terrific three years and well earned tributes they were.

We hope to see you all with new marshal at the 2012 AGM in October 2012 at Trinity Park, Ipswich.

SCCC Webmaster Pictures courtesy of Nigel Berry

Halloween Rally, Sutton
October 2011

What a rally!!!!

We travelled back 338 miles from the Lake District to attend this rally and
boy was it worth it!!!

Even though we didn’t arrive until midday on the Saturday we had a
thoroughly good time, the marshals all worked incredibly hard making the
main hall look amazing for the evening and the graveyard (side room) was
just incredible. It was so good everybody wanted to go through the
graveyard again and again and every time you visited you could not help
jumping — Brilliant.

Well done to all the marshals The Peddar, Carter and Mattocks families.

Daryl, Mandi, Abi and Ben Syrett
Our Marshals sum it all up...
Just wanted to say a huge thanks to all those ralliers who helped out with the Halloween rally, you were all great.
Well done to the "The French Connection" who won the quiz on Friday evening. Also congrats to all the teams who

took part in the Saturday morning games, | don't think I've laughed so much, especially watching the apple bobbin and
mummy making games. The "find a pumpkin" hunt was brilliant and the children all behaved well when Trick or

7




Treating. We definitely heard lots of "Thanks you's !".

So many people made a great effort in the Fancy Dress parade and a huge well done to Kayleigh and Elaine for
winning their respective groups. DJ Johnny certainly lived up to form with a great night of music. The Spooky
Graveyard was appreciated by all who dared to venture there.

Over the weekend we had a raffle in aid of The Junior Crew, this managed to raise a brilliant £126.00, so well done to
all those who bought tickets.

We had a great weekend, can't wait till next year.

Sarah, Andy, James & Rachel Pedder.
Photo's courtesy of Sarah Pedder

Congratulations go to Bill Roberts... At Kessingland in October, Bill won the
"Inter Centre Fishing Challenge Trophy" presented by Norfolk Centre for the
best Whiting caught during the 'open’ competition. In all Bill won £20 plus a
model Norfolk Wherry plus he gets to keep the Trophy until the next
competition in October 2012. Well done Bill, that's a “real catch” for the Suffolk

Centre ! Chris Stammers, Sports Officer.
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If you have any pictures or rally report to share, just scribble it down on your pad and we will do the rest.
Thanks to everyone that has offered pictures and content for the Newsletter and web site.
See lots more reports and photo’s at www.suffolkcentre.org.uk

I hope you enjoyed this edition of Suffolk Lines. We
are always looking for news and stories about you
and your caravanning experiences. Or perhaps a Trevor Smith, n
birthday, wedding or anniversary. Please help us Suffolk Lines,
by sending me your entry for the next newsletter. Newsletter & Webmaster. ‘




