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Hello All, 
 
Welcome to our Natter and Chatter newsletter, the first of 2010.  It doesn’t seem possible that the 
new rally season is almost here. I think we have something for every one in our rally program and 
again as last year the rallies are filling up very quickly so get your rally slips in. 
 
I know some of you may have had problems getting your rally books, as Tracy is having a lot of 
calls from members. The problem is that the Caravan Club membership department has a new 
computer system and the Centre is not being updated with member’s details. Please as they tell us, 
be patient, they say it will be sorted shortly. 
 
This year’s National Rally is at Weston Park in Shropshire, quite a long trip from Suffolk but a lovely 
venue and I hope many of you will come and support the Centre. If you are going and you or any of 
your family would like to take part in the sports or other competitions please contact Chris 
Stammers. 
 
Over the Easter weekend we have three local rallies plus a holiday rally in Somerset again 
something for every one from family fun to country music so please support your marshals. 
 
Finally Sheena and myself wish you all happy rallying in the coming months and look forward to 
seeing you on the rally field. 
 
Derek 

 



�
��

Christmas Celebration Rally �

�

��������������� ������������� �
�
�

ANOTHER SUPERB CHRISTMAS CELEBRATION.  
 

Congratulations to our Junior Liaison Officer Denis  Mattocks and Val with 
supporting marshals Kim, Nigel, Renee and Darren th e juniors and all the helpers for 

organising this superb Christmas Celebration weeken d. Well done everyone �

�
Robert Davies:  Well..Well Christmas is nearly here, our first Christmas party this weekend on the 
Christmas caravan rally.....looks like I'm hitching up the Caravan in the rain....it won't dampen our 
spirits...its gonna be fun...! 
 
Well it did rain and was very windy in fact Saturday the radio station were saying no lorries or 
caravans should use the roads...we stayed snug and warm in the van...what fun...Saturday night 
was a real good disco .EVERYONE was up dancing even us...!...my legs ache today...children got 
their first Christmas presents too...from father Christmas 
 
Amanda (Norman):  Another great weekend, thanks to all who ran it. 
 
Mel Garrard:   Had a brill' weekend, DJ kept us all dancing all evening. Legs are aching now though 
:) 
 
Steve Garrard:   Back from another superb weekend away, thanks guys Saturday night was 
awesome :o)�
��
Rally Report from Steve & Jo Oliver:  
 
A most enjoyable weekend was spent at Hallowtree for the children's Christmas party rally. 
Despite the weather being a little on the blustery side, to say the least, we were able to get out and 
about, enjoying a pub lunch with our friends Steve and Mel, and also managed to do a little bit of 
shopping at Makros. 
All six marshals, their children, and co workers, worked extremely hard during the weekend to 
ensure that every body enjoyed themselves. 
The children were once again very well looked after and catered for during the Saturday afternoon 
party, and this was followed by a very lively disco in the evening for all to enjoy. 
There was a walk on the Sunday morning for those who had not worn themselves out dancing the 
night before, unfortunately we had to get away early and missed out on this but, there is always 
next year. 
 
Thanks to marshals Denis & Val, Nigel & Kim, and Darren & Renee all the juniors and helpers. 
Steve & Jo 
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Having been a Centre member for many years I have never attended the 
Christmas party, my family said I was a bah humbug. 
Now having mellowed with age and with grand children to impress I decided it was time to give it a 
go. We arrived at Hallowtree on a dark and very wet Friday evening I began to wonder if it was such 
a good idea but after a hot cuppa it all looked a lot better. 
 
Friday evening it was tea and coffee in the hall and time to catch up with all the news, the older 
children were making paper aeroplanes (that’s the children over 25) but a good time was had by all. 
 
Saturday morning the marshals were very busy making making picnic boxes and decorating the hall 
ready for the party.  In the afternoon the party got under way with Andy the clown and every one 
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wanting to help with his tricks and songs as always Andy was great. The children then sat down to 
tuck into the picnic. 
Then onto the main event Father Christmas, he had a sledge full of presents for all the children a 
great time was had by all and everyone returned to there caravans tired but very happy.  The 
evening saw a great disco for all the family. 
Sunday morning was time for flagpole and a raffle to start fund raising for next years party. 
 
A really great rally and party, and very big thank you to Denis, Val and their team for all there hard 
work. I’m still thinking about 2010 I could be bah humbug again. 
 
Your Chairman 
 

 
 

Tips & Ideas 
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Noisy Alko 2004 & 3004 model Stabiliser Hitches 
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I for one suffered last season with a very noisy stabiliser hitch inasmuch it groaned and creaked 
very loudly whenever I turn anything but the slightest bend in the road. Attempts to clean the friction 
pads in situ using fine grit emery paper failed to clear the problem. So taking advice from a fellow 
rallier, I set about removing the friction pads in order to give them a thorough inspection and clean. 
The normal method of removing the pads as recommended by Alko is to remove the small red end 
caps and drift the pads out inwards. This is fine if you wish to renew the pads but a simpler method 
for cleaning only is to remove the stabiliser arms and pads complete. With reference to the photo  
below – 
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You will need a Torx 30 Tool (see note) to remove the handle and 
stabiliser arms. (see arrowed points) 
First remove the bolt securing the handle to the stabiliser arms and 
remove handle. Then working on one stabiliser arm remove the 
three securing bolts/fixings. Carefully remove the arm and friction 
pad taking note of any shim washers etc.  
Carefully clean the pad using fine grit emery paper making sure the 
dished profile shape  of the pad is maintained. Clean any residue 
from the friction pad using white spirit or meths. 
Reassemble and then remove second arm and repeat cleaning 
operation. 
Ensure that all bolts/fixings are fully tightened and recheck after 
towing again for the first time. 
For cleaning the fore and aft friction pads in the hitch, it is 
recommended that these are checked and cleaned in situ. They 
are made from a plastic material unlike the side pads and are 
unlikely to be as contaminated or dirty. A simply wipe over with 
white spirits or meths should be adequate to clean them. 
Note - Torx 30 bits are normally part of multi-screwdriver sets that 
can be purchased nowadays.                Chris Sanderson  
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            New Year Rally                     
                      
          Butley  2009/10 

 

We would like to pass on our sincere thanks to Steve, Mel Garrard, Steve and Tina Eagle 
for all there hard work to make everybody's new year a memorable one on the New year 
Rally at Butley. Although the weather was very cold (13kg of gas + later) it was made 
easier for us all by the marshals opening the hall up during the day so the children could 
play together and adults have a chin wag. 
 
Although it was the marshals first New year's rally everything seemed calm and relaxed, as 
far as we know all went to plan. The Wednesday evening was teas and coffee's, Thursday 
was see in the new year in with plasma disco, Friday was line dancing but appeared more 
like circular dancing (no offence Denis!), Saturday was Big Money Bingo but sadly didn't 
turn out big money for us, as usual !  Sunday was flag pole followed by lets get the hell out 
of here because here comes the snow ! !  
 
We have already booked on next years New year rally and it will be bigger and better 
knowing the marshals. Once again many thanks to you all. 
 
Darren Fitch and Family x x x x  
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Colour in Spongebob 
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2010 Burns Supper. 
 
The marshals and there helpers have done us proud yet again for a really good Burns 
weekend. We had tea, coffee and bingo on Friday night which was a laugh (some people 
won on our table but not us). Saturday during the day was do as you please. We went over 
the hall for 6pm to sit down and eat for 6.30pm, the food was traditional for the burns 
weekend, After our food a game was played, it was to see who could get a pound coin 
nearest to a bottle of whisky and £35 was raised for Haiti, all in all a good weekend was 
had by all. 
 
Tina & Steve Eagle 

 

Welcoming in the Haggis! 

More about Burns Night 

The weekend of the 22nd to 24th January 2010 saw Hallowtree scout campsite host the 
Burns Supper Rally. Many intrepid caravanners made the trip to Ipswich to meet up with old 
and new friends at this rally. This was my first taste of true haggis and I must say it was 
very good. 

 Friday evening saw Keith Youngs operating the Bingo ball machine assisted by Ellie. It 
proved to be a big money bingo night for many lucky winners. 

 We were woken on Saturday morning to be served with hot porridge at our caravan door.    
Saturday evening came with people gathering in the hall to welcome in the haggis .This 
was carried into the hall led by a piper, after a dram of whisky,  we were then served with a 
delicious meal of soup, haggis with traditional trimmings , followed by a superb steamed 
pud with sultanas and custard. The evening seemed to go very quickly as it was soon time 
for bed.  We awoke to sunshine on Sunday morning, following a brisk walk along the 
foreshore and a bite to eat we packed away said our goodbyes.  

Many thanks to our Marshals Dave & Norma, Derrick & Lesley and Keith Dawn and Ellie.    
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Schoolboy: . ‘Would you punish me for something I didn't do?’     
Teacher:     . ‘No, of course not.’ 
Schoolboy:.  ‘Good, cos I didn't do me homework’�
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Fire Extinguishers 
 

Would all ralliers please note that fire extinguish ers may not be available 
on the rally field any longer.   From October 2009 it will be a Suffolk 

Centre recommendation that all caravans attending a  rally should have a 
"fire bucket" filled with water adjacent to their " A" frame. It is 

recommend that you have a fire extinguisher and fir e blanket in your 
caravan in case of emergency and regularly check th e batteries in your 

smoke alarm. �
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2 x 7 pin to 13 pin towbar electric 

adaptor convertor 
 

£15 
 

Contact:   Alan or Janet Dobson  
Tel:  01206 851996�

 
Motorhome Drive Away Awning 

Maestro HT with curtains 
Designed to fit 240 - 270cm high 

Width 320cm Depth 210cm Height 265cm 
Very good condition 

Offers 
Contact:   Stephen Harper  

Tel:  07723 045421�

 
NEMESIS Wheel Clamp 

In good condition with brand new rubber 
protectors. Reason for sale, does not fit 

new motorhome. 
Would normally cost over £100 new 

Reduced to £50 or OVNO  
Contact:   Jan Williamson  

Tel: 01394 273285�

�
-�����������������	����	����������	���	��	��&�	��	� ���������	���	��	�>������"�	���	�����" �

�

�	�
�����"��	���	��	#���	�������������	����	������ �����
�����	#���	����������#�	�����I��������


�����"��	�#	���#��������	�����	��	�#	����&�������� �������	�&�#�����

������������#���	��������E�A�JK�
����������������� 	#����	�>������"�	���	�����" ��

�
Readers are asked to note that neither The Caravan Club nor the Suffolk Centre can accept responsibility for the quality, reliability, safe delivery, 

satisfactory operation or effectiveness of any advice, product or services advertised.�


